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a
n
d

g
a
rn

ish
ed

w
ith

so
m

eth
in

g
g
reen

,
w

h
ich

I
reco

llect
a
s

m
o
ss!

C
o
u
ld

a
ll

th
e

T
em

p
er-

a
n
ce

S
o
cieties

o
f

th
ese

la
ter

d
a
y
s,

u
n
ited

,
g
iv

e
m

e
su

ch
a

tea
-d

rin
k
in

g
a
s

I
h
a
v
e

h
a
d

th
ro

u
g
h

th
e

m
ea

n
s

o
f

y
o
n
d
er

little
set

o
f

b
lu

e
cro

ck
ery,

w
h
ich

rea
lly

w
o
u
ld

h
o
ld

liq
u
id

(it
ra

n
o
u
t

o
f

th
e

sm
a
ll

w
o
o
d
en

ca
sk

,
I

reco
llect,

a
n
d

ta
sted

o
f

m
a
tch

es),
a
n
d

w
h
ich

m
a
d
e

tea
,
n
ecta

r.
A

n
d

if
th

e
tw

o
leg

s
o
f

th
e

in
effectu

a
l
little

su
g
a
r-to

n
g
s

d
id

tu
m

b
le

o
v
er

o
n
e

a
n
o
th

er,
a
n
d

w
a
n
t

p
u
rp

o
se,

lik
e

P
u
n
ch

’s
h
a
n
d
s,

w
h
a
t

d
o
es

it
m

a
tter?

A
n
d

if
I

d
id

o
n
ce

sh
riek

o
u
t,

a
s

a
p
o
iso

n
ed

ch
ild

,
a
n
d

strik
e

th
e

fa
sh

io
n
a
b
le

co
m

p
a
n
y

w
ith

co
n
stern

a
tio

n
,
b
y

rea
so

n
o
f

h
a
v
in

g
d
ru

n
k

a
little

tea
sp

o
o
n
,
in

a
d
v
er-

ten
tly

d
isso

lv
ed

in
to

o
h
o
t

tea
,
I

w
a
s

n
ev

er
th

e
w

o
rse

fo
r

it,
ex

cep
t

b
y

a
p
o
w

d
er!

U
p
o
n

th
e

n
ex

t
b
ra

n
ch

es
o
f

th
e

tree,
lo

w
er

d
o
w

n
,

h
a
rd

b
y

th
e

g
reen

ro
ller

a
n
d

m
in

ia
tu

re
g
a
rd

en
in

g
-to

o
ls,h

o
w

th
ick

th
e

b
o
o
k
s

b
eg

in
to

h
a
n
g
.

T
h
in

b
o
o
k
s,

in
th

em
selv

es,
a
t

fi
rst,

b
u
t

m
a
n
y

o
f

th
em

,
a
n
d

w
ith

d
eli-

cio
u
sly

sm
o
o
th

co
v
ers

o
f

b
rig

h
t

red
o
r

g
reen

.
W

h
a
t

fa
t

b
la

ck
letters

to
b
eg

in
w

ith
!

“
A

w
a
s

a
n

a
rch

er,
a
n
d

sh
o
t

a
t
a

fro
g
.”

O
f
co

u
rse

h
e

w
a
s.

H
e

w
a
s

a
n

a
p
p
le-p

ie
a
lso

,
a
n
d

th
ere

h
e

is!
H

e
w

a
s

a
g
o
o
d

m
a
n
y

th
in

g
s

in
h
is

tim
e,

w
a
s

A
,
a
n
d

so
w

ere
m

o
st

o
f

h
is

frien
d
s,

ex
cep

t
X

,
w

h
o

h
a
d

so
little

v
ersa

tility,
th

a
t

I
n
ev

er
k
n
ew

h
im

to
g
et

b
ey

o
n
d

X
erx

es
o
r

X
a
n
tip

p
e—

lik
e

Y
,

w
h
o

w
a
s

a
lw

a
y
s

co
n
fi
n
ed

to
a

Y
a
ch

t
o
r

a
Y

ew
T

ree;
a
n
d

Z
co

n
-

d
em

n
ed

fo
r

ev
er

to
b
e

a
Z

eb
ra

o
r

a
Z

a
n
y.

B
u
t,

n
o
w

,
th

e
v
ery

tree
it-

self
ch

a
n
g
es,

a
n
d

b
eco

m
es

a
b
ea

n
-sta

lk
—

th
e

m
a
rv

ello
u
s

b
ea

n
-sta

lk
u
p

w
h
ich

Ja
ck

clim
b
ed

to
th

e
G

ia
n
t’s

h
o
u
se!

A
n
d

n
o
w

,
th

o
se

d
rea

d
fu

lly
in

terestin
g
,

d
o
u
b
le-h

ea
d
ed

g
ia

n
ts,

w
ith

th
eir

clu
b
s

o
v
er

th
eir

sh
o
u
ld

ers,
b
eg

in
to

strid
e

a
lo

n
g

th
e

b
o
u
g
h
s

in
a

p
erfect

th
ro

n
g
,

d
ra

g
g
in

g
k
n
ig

h
ts

a
n
d

la
d
ies

h
o
m

e
fo

r
d
in

n
er

b
y

th
e

h
a
ir

o
f

th
eir

h
ea

d
s.

A
n
d

Ja
ck

—
h
o
w

n
o
b
le,

w
ith

h
is

sw
o
rd

o
f

sh
a
rp

n
ess,

a
n
d

h
is

sh
o
es

o
f

sw
iftn

ess!
A

g
a
in

th
o
se

o
ld

m
ed

ita
tio

n
s

co
m

e
u
p
o
n

m
e

a
s

I
g
a
ze

u
p

a
t

h
im

;
a
n
d

I
d
eb

a
te

w
ith

in
m

y
self

w
h
eth

er
th

ere
w

a
s

m
o
re

th
a
n

o
n
e

Ja
ck

(w
h
ich

I
a
m

lo
th

to
b
eliev

e
p
o
ssib

le),
o
r

o
n
ly

o
n
e

g
en

u
in

e
o
rig

in
a
l

a
d
m

ira
b
le

Ja
ck

,
w

h
o

a
ch

iev
ed

a
ll

th
e

reco
rd

ed
ex

p
lo

its.
G

o
o
d

fo
r

C
h
ristm

a
s-tim

e
is

th
e

ru
d
d
y

co
lo

u
r

o
f

th
e

clo
a
k
,
in

w
h
ich

—
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S
O

M
E

S
H

O
R

T
C

H
R

I
S

T
M

A
S

S
T

O
R

I
E

S

th
e

tree
m

a
k
in

g
a

fo
rest

o
f

itself
fo

r
h
er

to
trip

th
ro

u
g
h
,

w
ith

h
er

b
a
sk

et—
L

ittle
R

ed
R

id
in

g
-H

o
o
d

co
m

es
to

m
e

o
n
e

C
h
ristm

a
s

E
v
e

to
g
iv

e
m

e
in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
o
f

th
e

cru
elty

a
n
d

trea
ch

ery
o
f

th
a
t

d
issem

b
lin

g
W

o
lf

w
h
o

a
te

h
er

g
ra

n
d
m

o
th

er,
w

ith
o
u
t

m
a
k
in

g
a
n
y

im
p
ressio

n
o
n

h
is

a
p
p
etite,

a
n
d

th
en

a
te

h
er,

a
fter

m
a
k
in

g
th

a
t

fero
cio

u
s

jo
k
e

a
b
o
u
t

h
is

teeth
.

S
h
e

w
a
s

m
y

fi
rst

lo
v
e.

I
felt

th
a
t

if
I

co
u
ld

h
a
v
e

m
a
rried

L
ittle

R
ed

R
id

in
g
-H

o
o
d
,
I

sh
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

k
n
o
w

n
p
erfect

b
liss.

B
u
t,

it
w

a
s

n
o
t

to
b
e;

a
n
d

th
ere

w
a
s

n
o
th

in
g

fo
r

it
b
u
t

to
lo

o
k

o
u
t

th
e

W
o
lf

in
th

e
N

o
a
h
’s

A
rk

th
ere,

a
n
d

p
u
t

h
im

la
te

in
th

e
p
ro

cessio
n

o
n

th
e

ta
b
le,

a
s

a
m

o
n
-

ster
w

h
o

w
a
s

to
b
e

d
eg

ra
d
ed

.
O

th
e

w
o
n
d
erfu

l
N

o
a
h
’s

A
rk

!
It

w
a
s

n
o
t

fo
u
n
d

sea
w

o
rth

y
w

h
en

p
u
t

in
a

w
a
sh

in
g
-tu

b
,

a
n
d

th
e

a
n
im

a
ls

w
ere

cra
m

m
ed

in
a
t

th
e

ro
o
f,

a
n
d

n
eed

ed
to

h
a
v
e

th
eir

leg
s

w
ell

sh
a
k
en

d
o
w

n
b
efo

re
th

ey
co

u
ld

b
e

g
o
t

in
,

ev
en

th
ere—

a
n
d

th
en

,
ten

to
o
n
e

b
u
t

th
ey

b
eg

a
n

to
tu

m
b
le

o
u
t

a
t

th
e

d
o
o
r,

w
h
ich

w
a
s

b
u
t

im
p
erfectly

fa
sten

ed
w

ith
a

w
ire

la
tch

—
b
u
t

w
h
a
t

w
a
s

th
a
t

a
g
a
in

st
it!

C
o
n
sid

er
th

e
n
o
b
le

fl
y,

a
size

o
r

tw
o

sm
a
ller

th
a
n

th
e

elep
h
a
n
t:

th
e

la
d
y
-b

ird
,

th
e

b
u
tterfl

y
—

a
ll

triu
m

p
h
s

o
f

a
rt!

C
o
n
sid

er
th

e
g
o
o
se,

w
h
o
se

feet
w

ere
so

sm
a
ll,

a
n
d

w
h
o
se

b
a
la

n
ce

w
a
s

so
in

d
ifferen

t,
th

a
t

h
e

u
su

a
lly

tu
m

b
led

fo
rw

a
rd

,
a
n
d

k
n
o
ck

ed
d
o
w

n
a
ll

th
e

a
n
im

a
l

crea
tio

n
.

C
o
n
sid

er
N

o
a
h

a
n
d

h
is

fa
m

ily,
lik

e
id

io
tic

to
b
a
cco

-sto
p
p
ers;

a
n
d

h
o
w

th
e

leo
p
a
rd

stu
ck

to
w

a
rm

little
fi
n
g
ers;

a
n
d

h
o
w

th
e

ta
ils

o
f

th
e

la
rg

er
a
n
im

a
ls

u
sed

g
ra

d
u
a
lly

to
reso

lv
e

th
em

selv
es

in
to

fra
y
ed

b
its

o
f

strin
g
!

H
u
sh

!
A

g
a
in

a
fo

rest,
a
n
d

so
m

eb
o
d
y

u
p

in
a

tree—
n
o
t

R
o
b
in

H
o
o
d
,

n
o
t

V
a
len

tin
e,

n
o
t

th
e

Y
ello

w
D

w
a
rf

(I
h
a
v
e

p
a
ssed

h
im

a
n
d

a
ll

M
o
th

er
B

u
n
ch

’s
w

o
n
d
ers,

w
ith

o
u
t

m
en

tio
n
),

b
u
t

a
n

E
a
stern

K
in

g
w

ith
a

g
litter-

in
g

scim
ita

r
a
n
d

tu
rb

a
n
.

B
y

A
lla

h
!

tw
o

E
a
stern

K
in

g
s,

fo
r

I
see

a
n
o
th

er,
lo

o
k
in

g
o
v
er

h
is

sh
o
u
ld

er!
D

o
w

n
u
p
o
n

th
e

g
ra

ss,
a
t

th
e

tree’s
fo

o
t,

lies
th

e
fu

ll
len

g
th

o
f

a
co

a
l-b

la
ck

G
ia

n
t,

stretch
ed

a
sleep

,
w

ith
h
is

h
ea

d
in

a
la

d
y
’s

la
p
;

a
n
d

n
ea

r
th

em
is

a
g
la

ss
b
o
x
,

fa
sten

ed
w

ith
fo

u
r

lo
ck

s
o
f

sh
in

in
g

steel,
in

w
h
ich

h
e

k
eep

s
th

e
la

d
y

p
riso

n
er

w
h
en

h
e

is
a
w

a
k
e.

I
see

th
e

fo
u
r

k
ey

s
a
t

h
is

g
ird

le
n
o
w

.
T

h
e

la
d
y

m
a
k
es

sig
n
s

to
th

e
tw

o
k
in

g
s

in
th

e
tree,

w
h
o

so
ftly

d
escen

d
.

It
is

th
e

settin
g
-in

o
f

th
e

b
rig

h
t

A
ra

b
ia

n
N

ig
h
ts.

O
h
,

n
o
w

a
ll

co
m

m
o
n

th
in

g
s

b
eco

m
e

u
n
co

m
m

o
n

a
n
d

en
ch

a
n
ted

to
m

e.
A

ll
la

m
p
s

a
re

w
o
n
d
erfu

l;
a
ll

rin
g
s

a
re

ta
lism

a
n
s.

C
o
m

m
o
n

fl
o
w

er-
p
o
ts

a
re

fu
ll

o
f

trea
su

re,
w

ith
a

little
ea

rth
sca

ttered
o
n

th
e

to
p
;

trees
a
re

fo
r

A
li

B
a
b
a

to
h
id

e
in

;
b
eef-stea

k
s

a
re

to
th

ro
w

d
o
w

n
in

to
th

e
V

a
lley

o
f

D
ia

m
o
n
d
s,

th
a
t

th
e

p
recio

u
s

sto
n
es

m
a
y

stick
to

th
em

,
a
n
d

b
e

ca
rried

b
y

th
e

ea
g
les

to
th

eir
n
ests,

w
h
en

ce
th

e
tra

d
ers,

w
ith

lo
u
d

cries,
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C
H

A
R

L
E

S
D

I
C

K
E

N
S

o
ff

a
co

u
p
le

o
f

to
m

b
s

in
th

e
o
ld

b
a
ro

n
ia

l
ch

u
rc

h
in

th
e

p
a
rk

,
fo

r
o
u
r

p
a
rt

ic
u
la

r
a
cc

o
m

m
o
d
a
ti

o
n
.

B
u
t,

w
e

a
re

n
o
t

a
su

p
er

st
it

io
u
s

n
o
b
le

m
a
n
,

a
n
d

w
e

d
o
n
’t

m
in

d
.

W
el

l!
w

e
d
is

m
is

s
o
u
r

se
rv

a
n
t,

lo
ck

th
e

d
o
o
r,

a
n
d

si
t

b
ef

o
re

th
e

fi
re

in
o
u
r

d
re

ss
in

g
-g

o
w

n
,
m

u
si

n
g

a
b
o
u
t

a
g
re

a
t

m
a
n
y

th
in

g
s.

A
t

le
n
g
th

w
e

g
o

to
b
ed

.
W

el
l!

w
e

ca
n
’t

sl
ee

p
.

W
e

to
ss

a
n
d

tu
m

b
le

,
a
n
d

ca
n
’t

sl
ee

p
.

T
h
e

em
b
er

s
o
n

th
e

h
ea

rt
h

b
u
rn

fi
tf

u
ll
y

a
n
d

m
a
k
e

th
e

ro
o
m

lo
o
k

g
h
o
st

ly
.

W
e

ca
n
’t

h
el

p
p
ee

p
in

g
o
u
t

o
v
er

th
e

co
u
n
te

rp
a
n
e,

a
t

th
e

tw
o

b
la

ck
fi
g
u
re

s
a
n
d

th
e

ca
v
a
li
er

—
th

a
t

w
ic

k
ed

-l
o
o
k
in

g
ca

v
a
li
er

—
in

g
re

en
.

In
th

e
fl
ic

k
er

in
g

li
g
h
t

th
ey

se
em

to
a
d
v
a
n
ce

a
n
d

re
ti

re
:

w
h
ic

h
,

th
o
u
g
h

w
e

a
re

n
o
t

b
y

a
n
y

m
ea

n
s

a
su

p
er

st
it

io
u
s

n
o
b
le

m
a
n
,
is

n
o
t

a
g
re

e-
a
b
le

.
W

el
l!

w
e

g
et

n
er

v
o
u
s—

m
o
re

a
n
d

m
o
re

n
er

v
o
u
s.

W
e

sa
y

“
T

h
is

is
v
er

y
fo

o
li
sh

,
b
u
t

w
e

ca
n
’t

st
a
n
d

th
is

;
w

e’
ll

p
re

te
n
d

to
b
e

il
l,

a
n
d

k
n
o
ck

u
p

so
m

eb
o
d
y.

”
W

el
l!

w
e

a
re

ju
st

g
o
in

g
to

d
o

it
,

w
h
en

th
e

lo
ck

ed
d
o
o
r

o
p
en

s,
a
n
d

th
er

e
co

m
es

in
a

y
o
u
n
g

w
o
m

a
n
,

d
ea

d
ly

p
a
le

,
a
n
d

w
it

h
lo

n
g

fa
ir

h
a
ir
,

w
h
o

g
li
d
es

to
th

e
fi
re

,
a
n
d

si
ts

d
o
w

n
in

th
e

ch
a
ir

w
e

h
a
v
e

le
ft

th
er

e,
w

ri
n
g
in

g
h
er

h
a
n
d
s.

T
h
en

,
w

e
n
o
ti

ce
th

a
t

h
er

cl
o
th

es
a
re

w
et

.
O

u
r

to
n
g
u
e

cl
ea
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p
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b
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u
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u
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b
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h
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e
lo

w
er

b
o
u
g
h
s

a
re

d
a
rk
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b
la

n
k

sp
a
ce

s
o
n

th
y

b
ra

n
ch

es
,

w
h
er

e
ey

es
th

a
t

I
h
a
v
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v
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.
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w
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h
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b
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b
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b
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b
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w
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-b
ed

ch
a
m

b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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p
er

-
h
a
p
s)

re
d
u
ci

b
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v
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b
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a
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b
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rd

,
b
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h
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h
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p
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b
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b
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p
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p
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p
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h
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h
is

g
ra

n
d
fa

th
er

d
id

,
o
r

b
u
rn

a
n
d

b
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h
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b
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b
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p
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n
in

g
-w

h
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ra
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e
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h
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h
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b
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b
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b
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p
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v
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b
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p
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p
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h
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n
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h
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b
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b
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n
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h
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h
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a
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p
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b
o
d
y,

h
e

o
f

th
e

tw
a
in

w
h
o

fi
rst

d
ied

,
sh

o
u
ld

rea
p
p
ea

r
to

th
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b
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b
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p
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d
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n
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is

so
m

ew
h
ere

in
th
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m

e
o
n

h
o
rseb

a
ck

,
o
n
e

m
ello

w
ev

en
in

g
a
t

su
n
set,

w
h
en

,
in

a
g
reen

la
n
e

clo
se

to
h
is

o
w

n
h
o
u
se,

h
e

sa
w

a
m

a
n

sta
n
d
in

g
b
efo

re
h
im

,
in

th
e

v
ery

cen
tre

o
f

a
n
a
rro

w
w

a
y.

“
W

h
y

d
o
es

th
a
t

m
a
n

in
th

e
clo

a
k

sta
n
d

th
ere!”

h
e

th
o
u
g
h
t.

“
D

o
es

h
e

w
a
n
t

m
e

to
rid

e
o
v
er

h
im

?”
B

u
t

th
e

fi
g
u
re

n
ev

er
m

o
v
ed

.
H

e
felt

a
stra

n
g
e

sen
sa

tio
n

a
t

seein
g

it
so

still,
b
u
t

sla
ck

en
ed

h
is

tro
t

a
n
d

ro
d
e

fo
rw

a
rd

.
W

h
en

h
e

w
a
s

so
clo

se
to

it,
a
s

a
lm

o
st

to
to

u
ch

it
w

ith
h
is

stirru
p
,

h
is

h
o
rse

sh
ied

,
a
n
d

th
e

fi
g
u
re

g
lid

ed
u
p

th
e

b
a
n
k
,

in
a

cu
rio

u
s,

u
n
ea

rth
ly

m
a
n
n
er—

b
a
ck

w
a
rd

,
a
n
d

w
ith

o
u
t

seem
in

g
to

u
se

its
feet—

a
n
d

1
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S
O

M
E

S
H

O
R

T
C

H
R

I
S

T
M

A
S

S
T

O
R

I
E

S

w
a
s

g
o
n
e.

T
h
e

u
n
cle

o
f

m
y

b
ro

th
er’s

w
ife,

ex
cla

im
in

g
,

“
G

o
o
d

H
ea

v
en

!
It’s

m
y

co
u
sin

H
a
rry,

fro
m

B
o
m

b
a
y
!”

p
u
t

sp
u
rs

to
h
is

h
o
rse,

w
h
ich

w
a
s

su
d
d
en

ly
in

a
p
ro

fu
se

sw
ea

t,
a
n
d
,

w
o
n
d
erin

g
a
t

su
ch

stra
n
g
e

b
eh

a
v
io

u
r,

d
a
sh

ed
ro

u
n
d

to
th

e
fro

n
t

o
f

h
is

h
o
u
se.

T
h
ere,

h
e

sa
w

th
e

sa
m

e
fi
g
u
re,

ju
st

p
a
ssin

g
in

a
t
th

e
lo

n
g

F
ren

ch
w

in
d
o
w

o
f
th

e
d
ra

w
in

g
-ro

o
m

,
o
p
en

in
g

o
n

th
e

g
ro

u
n
d
.

H
e

th
rew

h
is

b
rid

le
to

a
serv

a
n
t,

a
n
d

h
a
sten

ed
in

a
fter

it.
H

is
sister

w
a
s

sittin
g

th
ere,

a
lo

n
e.

“
A

lice,
w

h
ere’s

m
y

co
u
sin

H
a
rry

?”
“
Y

o
u
r

co
u
sin

H
a
rry,

Jo
h
n
?”

“
Y

es.
F
ro

m
B

o
m

b
a
y.

I
m

et
h
im

in
th

e
la

n
e

ju
st

n
o
w

,
a
n
d

sa
w

h
im

en
ter

h
ere,

th
is

in
sta

n
t.”

N
o
t

a
crea

tu
re

h
a
d

b
een

seen
b
y

a
n
y

o
n
e;

a
n
d

in
th

a
t

h
o
u
r

a
n
d

m
in

u
te,

a
s

it
a
fterw

a
rd

s
a
p
p
ea

red
,

th
is

co
u
sin

d
ied

in
In

d
ia

.
O

r,
it

w
a
s

a
certa

in
sen

sib
le

o
ld

m
a
id

en
la

d
y,

w
h
o

d
ied

a
t
n
in

ety
-n

in
e,

a
n
d

reta
in

ed
h
er

fa
cu

lties
to

th
e

la
st,

w
h
o

rea
lly

d
id

see
th

e
O

rp
h
a
n

B
o
y
;

a
sto

ry
w

h
ich

h
a
s

o
ften

b
een

in
co

rrectly
to

ld
,
b
u
t,

o
f
w

h
ich

th
e

rea
ltru

th
is

th
is—

b
eca

u
se

it
is,

in
fa

ct,
a

sto
ry

b
elo

n
g
in

g
to

o
u
r

fa
m

ily
—

a
n
d

sh
e

w
a
s

a
co

n
n
ex

io
n

o
f

o
u
r

fa
m

ily.
W

h
en

sh
e

w
a
s

a
b
o
u
t

fo
rty

y
ea

rs
o
f

a
g
e,

a
n
d

still
a
n

u
n
co

m
m

o
n
ly

fi
n
e

w
o
m

a
n

(h
er

lo
v
er

d
ied

y
o
u
n
g
,
w

h
ich

w
a
s

th
e

rea
so

n
w

h
y

sh
e

n
ev

er
m

a
rried

,
th

o
u
g
h

sh
e

h
a
d

m
a
n
y

o
ffers),

sh
e

w
en

t
to

sta
y

a
t

a
p
la

ce
in

K
en

t,
w

h
ich

h
er

b
ro

th
er,

a
n

In
d
ia

n
-M

erch
a
n
t,

h
a
d

n
ew

ly
b
o
u
g
h
t.

T
h
ere

w
a
s

a
sto

ry
th

a
t

th
is

p
la

ce
h
a
d

o
n
ce

b
een

h
eld

in
tru

st
b
y

th
e

g
u
a
rd

ia
n

o
f

a
y
o
u
n
g

b
o
y
;

w
h
o

w
a
s

h
im

self
th

e
n
ex

t
h
eir,

a
n
d

w
h
o

k
illed

th
e

y
o
u
n
g

b
o
y

b
y

h
a
rsh

a
n
d

cru
el

trea
tm

en
t.

S
h
e

k
n
ew

n
o
th

in
g

o
f

th
a
t.

It
h
a
s

b
een

sa
id

th
a
t

th
ere

w
a
s

a
C

a
g
e

in
h
er

b
ed

ro
o
m

in
w

h
ich

th
e

g
u
a
rd

ia
n

u
sed

to
p
u
t

th
e

b
o
y.

T
h
ere

w
a
s

n
o

su
ch

th
in

g
.

T
h
ere

w
a
s

o
n
ly

a
clo

set.
S
h
e

w
en

t
to

b
ed

,
m

a
d
e

n
o

a
la

rm
w

h
a
tev

er
in

th
e

n
ig

h
t,

a
n
d

in
th

e
m

o
rn

in
g

sa
id

co
m

p
o
sed

ly
to

h
er

m
a
id

w
h
en

sh
e

ca
m

e
in

,
“
W

h
o

is
th

e
p
retty

fo
rlo

rn
-lo

o
k
in

g
ch

ild
w

h
o

h
a
s

b
een

p
eep

in
g

o
u
t

o
f

th
a
t

clo
set

a
ll

n
ig

h
t?”

T
h
e

m
a
id

rep
lied

b
y

g
iv

in
g

a
lo

u
d

screa
m

,
a
n
d

in
sta

n
tly

d
eca

m
p
in

g
.

S
h
e

w
a
s

su
rp

rised
;

b
u
t

sh
e

w
a
s

a
w

o
m

a
n

o
f

rem
a
rk

a
b
le

stren
g
th

o
f

m
in

d
,

a
n
d

sh
e

d
ressed

h
erself

a
n
d

w
en

t
d
o
w

n
sta

irs,
a
n
d

clo
seted

h
erself

w
ith

h
er

b
ro

th
er.

“
N

o
w

,
W

a
lter,”

sh
e

sa
id

,
“
I

h
a
v
e

b
een

d
istu

rb
ed

a
ll

n
ig

h
t

b
y

a
p
retty,

fo
rlo

rn
-lo

o
k
in

g
b
o
y,

w
h
o

h
a
s

b
een

co
n
sta

n
tly

p
eep

in
g

o
u
t

o
f

th
a
t

clo
set

in
m

y
ro

o
m

,
w

h
ich

I
ca

n
’t

o
p
en

.
T

h
is

is
so

m
e

trick
.”

“
I

a
m

a
fra

id
n
o
t,

C
h
a
rlo

tte,”
sa

id
h
e,

“
fo

r
it

is
th

e
leg

en
d

o
f

th
e

h
o
u
se.

It
is

th
e

O
rp

h
a
n

B
o
y.

W
h
a
t

d
id

h
e

d
o
?”

“
H

e
o
p
en

ed
th

e
d
o
o
r

so
ftly,”

sa
id

sh
e,

“
a
n
d

p
eep

ed
o
u
t.

S
o
m

etim
es,

h
e

ca
m

e
a

step
o
r

tw
o

in
to

th
e

ro
o
m

.
T

h
en

,
I

ca
lled

to
h
im

,
to

en
co

u
ra

g
e

h
im

,
a
n
d

h
e

sh
ru

n
k
,

a
n
d

sh
u
d
d
ered

,
a
n
d

crep
t

in
a
g
a
in

,
a
n
d

sh
u
t

th
e

d
o
o
r.”

“
T

h
e

clo
set

h
a
s

n
o

co
m

m
u
n
ica

tio
n
,

C
h
a
rlo

tte,”
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C
H

A
R

L
E

S
D

I
C

K
E

N
S

a
n
d

g
o
o
d
;

w
h
en

w
e

h
a
d

w
o
n

a
n

h
o
n
o
u
re

d
a
n
d

en
n
o
b
le

d
n
a
m

e,
a
n
d

a
rr

iv
ed

a
n
d

w
er

e
re

ce
iv

ed
a
t

h
o
m

e
in

a
sh

o
w

er
o
f

te
a
rs

o
f

jo
y
;

is
it

p
o
ss

ib
le

th
a
t

th
a
t

C
h
ri

st
m

a
s

h
a
s

n
o
t

co
m

e
y
et

?
A

n
d

is
o
u
r

li
fe

h
er

e,
a
t

th
e

b
es

t,
so

co
n
st

it
u
te

d
th

a
t,

p
a
u
si

n
g

a
s

w
e

a
d
v
a
n
ce

a
t

su
ch

a
n
o
ti

ce
a
b
le

m
il
e-

st
o
n
e

in
th

e
tr

a
ck

a
s

th
is

g
re

a
t

b
ir

th
-

d
a
y,

w
e

lo
o
k

b
a
ck

o
n

th
e

th
in

g
s

th
a
t

n
ev

er
w

er
e,

a
s

n
a
tu

ra
ll
y

a
n
d

fu
ll

a
s

g
ra

v
el

y
a
s

o
n

th
e

th
in

g
s

th
a
t

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
a
n
d

a
re

g
o
n
e,

o
r

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
a
n
d

st
il
l

a
re

?
If

it
b
e

so
,

a
n
d

so
it

se
em

s
to

b
e,

m
u
st

w
e

co
m

e
to

th
e

co
n
cl

u
-

si
o
n

th
a
t

li
fe

is
li
tt

le
b
et

te
r

th
a
n

a
d
re

a
m

,
a
n
d

li
tt

le
w

o
rt

h
th

e
lo

v
es

a
n
d

st
ri

v
in

g
s

th
a
t

w
e

cr
o
w

d
in

to
it

?
N

o
!

F
a
r

b
e

su
ch

m
is

ca
ll
ed

p
h
il
o
so

p
h
y

fr
o
m

u
s,

d
ea

r
R

ea
d
er

,
o
n

C
h
ri

st
m

a
s

D
a
y
!

N
ea

re
r

a
n
d

cl
o
se

r
to

o
u
r

h
ea

rt
s

b
e

th
e

C
h
ri

st
m

a
s

sp
ir

it
,

w
h
ic

h
is

th
e

sp
ir

it
o
f

a
ct

iv
e

u
se

fu
ln

es
s,

p
er

se
v
er

a
n
ce

,
ch

ee
rf

u
l

d
is

ch
a
rg

e
o
f

d
u
ty

,
k
in

d
n
es

s
a
n
d

fo
rb

ea
ra

n
ce

!
It

is
in

th
e

la
st

v
ir

tu
es

es
p
ec

ia
ll
y,

th
a
t

w
e

a
re

,
o
r

sh
o
u
ld

b
e,

st
re

n
g
th

en
ed

b
y

th
e

u
n
a
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

ed
v
is

io
n
s

o
f

o
u
r

y
o
u
th

;
fo

r,
w

h
o

sh
a
ll

sa
y

th
a
t

th
ey

a
re

n
o
t

o
u
r

te
a
ch

er
s

to
d
ea

l
g
en

tl
y

ev
en

w
it

h
th

e
im

p
a
lp

a
b
le

n
o
th

in
g
s

o
f

th
e

ea
rt

h
!

T
h
er

ef
o
re

,
a
s

w
e

g
ro

w
o
ld

er
,
le

t
u
s

b
e

m
o
re

th
a
n
k
fu

lt
h
a
t
th

e
ci

rc
le

o
f

o
u
r

C
h
ri

st
m

a
s

a
ss

o
ci

a
ti

o
n
s

a
n
d

o
f

th
e

le
ss

o
n
s

th
a
t

th
ey

b
ri

n
g
,

ex
p
a
n
d
s!

L
et

u
s

w
el

co
m

e
ev

er
y

o
n
e

o
f

th
em

,
a
n
d

su
m

m
o
n

th
em

to
ta

k
e

th
ei

r
p
la

ce
s

b
y

th
e

C
h
ri

st
m

a
s

h
ea

rt
h
.

W
el

co
m

e,
o
ld

a
sp

ir
a
ti

o
n
s,

g
li
tt

er
in

g
cr

ea
tu

re
s

o
f

a
n

a
rd

en
t

fa
n
cy

,
to

y
o
u
r

sh
el

te
r

u
n
d
er

n
ea

th
th

e
h
o
ll
y
!

W
e

k
n
o
w

y
o
u
,
a
n
d

h
a
v
e

n
o
t

o
u
tl

iv
ed

y
o
u

y
et

.
W

el
co

m
e,

o
ld

p
ro

je
ct

s
a
n
d

o
ld

lo
v
es

,
h
o
w

ev
er

fl
ee

ti
n
g
,
to

y
o
u
r

n
o
o
k
s

a
m

o
n
g

th
e

st
ea

d
ie

r
li
g
h
ts

th
a
t

b
u
rn

a
ro

u
n
d

u
s.

W
el

co
m

e,
a
ll

th
a
t

w
a
s

ev
er

re
a
l

to
o
u
r

h
ea

rt
s;

a
n
d

fo
r

th
e

ea
rn

es
tn

es
s

th
a
t

m
a
d
e

y
o
u

re
a
l,

th
a
n
k
s

to
H

ea
v
en

!
D

o
w

e
b
u
il
d

n
o

C
h
ri

st
m

a
s

ca
st

le
s

in
th

e
cl

o
u
d
s

n
o
w

?
L

et
o
u
r

th
o
u
g
h
ts

,
fl
u
tt

er
in

g
li
k
e

b
u
tt

er
fl
ie

s
a
m

o
n
g

th
es

e
fl
o
w

er
s

o
f

ch
il
d
re

n
,

b
ea

r
w

it
n
es

s!
B

ef
o
re

th
is

b
o
y,

th
er

e
st

re
tc

h
es

o
u
t

a
F
u
tu

re
,

b
ri

g
h
te

r
th

a
n

w
e

ev
er

lo
o
k
ed

o
n

in
o
u
r

o
ld

ro
m

a
n
ti

c
ti

m
e,

b
u
t

b
ri

g
h
t

w
it

h
h
o
n
o
u
r

a
n
d

w
it

h
tr

u
th

.
A

ro
u
n
d

th
is

li
tt

le
h
ea

d
o
n

w
h
ic

h
th

e
su

n
n
y

cu
rl

s
li
e

h
ea

p
ed

,
th

e
g
ra

ce
s

sp
o
rt

,
a
s

p
re

tt
il
y,

a
s

a
ir

il
y,

a
s

w
h
en

th
er

e
w

a
s

n
o

sc
y
th

e
w

it
h
in

th
e

re
a
ch

o
f

T
im

e
to

sh
ea

r
a
w

a
y

th
e

cu
rl

s
o
f

o
u
r

fi
rs

t-
lo

v
e.

U
p
o
n

a
n
o
th

er
g
ir

l’s
fa

ce
n
ea

r
it

—
p
la

ci
d
er

b
u
t

sm
il
in

g
b
ri

g
h
t—

a
q
u
ie

t
a
n
d

co
n
te

n
te

d
li
tt

le
fa

ce
,

w
e

se
e

H
o
m

e
fa

ir
ly

w
ri

tt
en

.
S
h
in

in
g

fr
o
m

th
e

w
o
rd

,
a
s

ra
y
s

sh
in

e
fr

o
m

a
st

a
r,

w
e

se
e

h
o
w

,
w

h
en

o
u
r

g
ra

v
es

a
re

o
ld

,
o
th

er
h
o
p
es

th
a
n

o
u
rs

a
re

y
o
u
n
g
,

o
th

er
h
ea

rt
s

th
a
n

o
u
rs

a
re

m
o
v
ed
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b
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h
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n
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p
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ra
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p
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h
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n
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b
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d
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n
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t-
fr

il
l

w
a
v
in

g
d
o
w

n
h
is

b
o
so

m
(m

y
m

o
th

er
h
a
d

it
ta

k
en

fo
r

m
e,

b
u
t

I
ca

n
’t

b
el

ie
v
e

th
a
t

it
w

a
s

ev
er

li
k
e)

,
w

h
ic

h
w

il
l

b
e

w
o
rt

h
n
o
th

in
g

to
se

ll
,

a
n
d

w
h
ic

h
I

sh
a
ll

b
eg

m
a
y

h
e

g
iv

en
to

F
ra

n
k
.

I
h
a
v
e

w
ri

tt
en

m
y

d
ea

r
b
o
y

a
li
tt

le
le

tt
er

w
it

h
it

,
in

w
h
ic

h
I

h
a
v
e

to
ld

h
im

th
a
t

I
fe

lt
v
er

y
so

rr
y

to
p
a
rt

fr
o
m

h
im

,
th

o
u
g
h

b
o
u
n
d

to
co

n
fe

ss
th

a
t

I
k
n
ew

n
o

re
a
so

n
w

h
y

I
sh

o
u
ld

re
m

a
in

h
er

e.
I

h
a
v
e

g
iv

en
h
im

so
m

e
sh

o
rt

a
d
v
ic

e,
th

e
b
es

t
in

m
y

p
o
w

er
,

to
ta

k
e

w
a
rn

in
g

o
f

th
e

co
n
se

q
u
en

ce
s

o
f

b
ei

n
g

n
o
b
o
d
y
’s

en
em

y
b
u
t

h
is

o
w

n
;

a
n
d

I
h
a
v
e

en
d
ea

v
o
u
re

d
to

co
m

fo
rt

h
im

fo
r

w
h
a
t

I
fe

a
r

h
e

w
il
l
co

n
si

d
er

a
b
er

ea
v
em

en
t,

b
y

p
o
in

ti
n
g

o
u
t

to
h
im

,
th

a
t

I
w

a
s

o
n
ly

a
su

p
er

fl
u
o
u
s

so
m

et
h
in

g
to

ev
er

y
o
n
e

b
u
t

h
im

;
a
n
d

th
a
t

h
a
v
in

g
b
y

so
m

e
m

ea
n
s

fa
il
ed

to
fi
n
d

a
p
la

ce
in

th
is

g
re

a
t

a
ss

em
b
ly

,
I

a
m

b
et

te
r

o
u
t

o
f

it
.

S
u
ch

(s
a
id

th
e

p
o
o
r

re
la

ti
o
n
,

cl
ea

ri
n
g

h
is

th
ro

a
t

a
n
d

b
eg

in
n
in

g
to

sp
ea

k
a

li
tt

le
lo

u
d
er

)
is

th
e

g
en

er
a
l

im
p
re

ss
io

n
a
b
o
u
t

m
e.

N
o
w

,
it

is
a

re
m

a
rk

a
b
le

ci
rc

u
m

st
a
n
ce

w
h
ic

h
fo

rm
s

th
e

a
im

a
n
d

p
u
rp

o
se

o
f

m
y

st
o
ry

,
th

a
t

th
is

is
a
ll

w
ro

n
g
.

T
h
is

is
n
o
t

m
y

li
fe

,
a
n
d

th
es

e
a
re

n
o
t

m
y

h
a
b
it

s.
I

d
o

n
o
t

ev
en

li
v
e

in
th

e
C

la
p
h
a
m

R
o
a
d
.

C
o
m

p
a
ra

ti
v
el

y
sp

ea
k
in

g
,

I
a
m
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C
H

A
R

L
E

S
D

I
C

K
E

N
S

v
ery

seld
o
m

th
ere.

I
resid

e,
m

o
stly,

in
a
—

I
a
m

a
lm

o
st

a
sh

a
m

ed
to

sa
y

th
e

w
o
rd

,
it

so
u
n
d
s

so
fu

ll
o
f
p
reten

sio
n
—

in
a

C
a
stle.

I
d
o

n
o
t
m

ea
n

th
a
t

it
is

a
n

o
ld

b
a
ro

n
ia

l
h
a
b
ita

tio
n
,

b
u
t

still
it

is
a

b
u
ild

in
g

a
lw

a
y
s

k
n
o
w

n
to

ev
ery

o
n
e

b
y

th
e

n
a
m

e
o
f

a
C

a
stle.

In
it,

I
p
reserv

e
th

e
p
a
rticu

la
rs

o
f

m
y

h
isto

ry
;
th

ey
ru

n
th

u
s:

It
w

a
s

w
h
en

I
fi
rst

to
o
k

Jo
h
n

S
p
a
tter

(w
h
o

h
a
d

b
een

m
y

clerk
)

in
to

p
a
rtn

ersh
ip

,
a
n
d

w
h
en

I
w

a
s

still
a

y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n

o
f

n
o
t

m
o
re

th
a
n

fi
v
e-

a
n
d
-tw

en
ty,

resid
in

g
in

th
e

h
o
u
se

o
f

m
y

u
n
cle

C
h
ill,

fro
m

w
h
o
m

I
h
a
d

co
n
sid

era
b
le

ex
p
ecta

tio
n
s,

th
a
t

I
v
en

tu
red

to
p
ro

p
o
se

to
C

h
ristia

n
a
.

I
h
a
d

lo
v
ed

C
h
ristia

n
a

a
lo

n
g

tim
e.

S
h
e

w
a
s

v
ery

b
ea

u
tifu

l,
a
n
d

v
ery

w
in

n
in

g
in

a
ll

resp
ects.

I
ra

th
er

m
istru

sted
h
er

w
id

o
w

ed
m

o
th

er,
w

h
o

I
fea

red
w

a
s

o
f

a
p
lo

ttin
g

a
n
d

m
ercen

a
ry

tu
rn

o
f

m
in

d
;

b
u
t,

I
th

o
u
g
h
t

a
s

w
ell

o
f

h
er

a
s

I
co

u
ld

,
fo

r
C

h
ristia

n
a
’s

sa
k
e.

I
n
ev

er
h
a
d

lo
v
ed

a
n
y

o
n
e

b
u
t

C
h
ristia

n
a
,
a
n
d

sh
e

h
a
d

b
een

a
ll

th
e

w
o
rld

,
a
n
d

O
fa

r
m

o
re

th
a
n

a
ll

th
e

w
o
rld

,
to

m
e,

fro
m

o
u
r

ch
ild

h
o
o
d
!

C
h
ristia

n
a

a
ccep

ted
m

e
w

ith
h
er

m
o
th

er’s
co

n
sen

t,
a
n
d

I
w

a
s

ren
-

d
ered

v
ery

h
a
p
p
y

in
d
eed

.
M

y
life

a
t

m
y

u
n
cle

C
h
ill’s

w
a
s

o
f

a
sp

a
re

d
u
ll

k
in

d
,
a
n
d

m
y

g
a
rret

ch
a
m

b
er

w
a
s

a
s

d
u
ll,

a
n
d

b
a
re,

a
n
d

co
ld

,
a
s

a
n

u
p
p
er

p
riso

n
ro

o
m

in
so

m
e

stern
n
o
rth

ern
fo

rtress.
B

u
t,

h
a
v
in

g
C

h
ris-

tia
n
a
’s

lo
v
e,

I
w

a
n
ted

n
o
th

in
g

u
p
o
n

ea
rth

.
I

w
o
u
ld

n
o
t

h
a
v
e

ch
a
n
g
ed

m
y

lo
t

w
ith

a
n
y

h
u
m

a
n

b
ein

g
.

A
v
a
rice

w
a
s,

u
n
h
a
p
p
ily,

m
y

u
n
cle

C
h
ill’s

m
a
ster-v

ice.
T

h
o
u
g
h

h
e

w
a
s

rich
,

h
e

p
in

ch
ed

,
a
n
d

scra
p
ed

,
a
n
d

clu
tch

ed
,

a
n
d

liv
ed

m
isera

b
ly.

A
s

C
h
ristia

n
a

h
a
d

n
o

fo
rtu

n
e,

I
w

a
s

fo
r

so
m

e
tim

e
a

little
fea

rfu
l

o
f

co
n
fessin

g
o
u
r

en
g
a
g
em

en
t

to
h
im

;
b
u
t,

a
t

len
g
th

I
w

ro
te

h
im

a
letter,

sa
y
in

g
h
o
w

it
a
ll

tru
ly

w
a
s.

I
p
u
t

it
in

to
h
is

h
a
n
d

o
n
e

n
ig

h
t,

o
n

g
o
in

g
to

b
ed

.A
s

I
ca

m
e

d
o
w

n
-sta

irs
n
ex

t
m

o
rn

in
g
,
sh

iv
erin

g
in

th
e

co
ld

D
ecem

b
er

a
ir;

co
ld

er
in

m
y

u
n
cle’s

u
n
w

a
rm

ed
h
o
u
se

th
a
n

in
th

e
street,

w
h
ere

th
e

w
in

ter
su

n
d
id

so
m

etim
es

sh
in

e,
a
n
d

w
h
ich

w
a
s

a
t

a
ll

ev
en

ts
en

liv
en

ed
b
y

ch
eerfu

l
fa

ces
a
n
d

v
o
ices

p
a
ssin

g
a
lo

n
g
;

I
ca

rried
a

h
ea

v
y

h
ea

rt
to

-
w

a
rd

s
th

e
lo

n
g
,

lo
w

b
rea

k
fa

st-ro
o
m

in
w

h
ich

m
y

u
n
cle

sa
t.

It
w

a
s

a
la

rg
e

ro
o
m

w
ith

a
sm

a
ll

fi
re,

a
n
d

th
ere

w
a
s

a
g
rea

t
b
a
y

w
in

d
o
w

in
it

w
h
ich

th
e

ra
in

h
a
d

m
a
rk

ed
in

th
e

n
ig

h
t

a
s

if
w

ith
th

e
tea

rs
o
f

h
o
u
seless

p
eo

p
le.

It
sta

red
u
p
o
n

a
ra

w
y
a
rd

,
w

ith
a

cra
ck

ed
sto

n
e

p
a
v
em

en
t,

a
n
d

so
m

e
ru

sted
iro

n
ra

ilin
g
s

h
a
lf

u
p
ro

o
ted

,
w

h
en

ce
a
n

u
g
ly

o
u
t-b

u
ild

in
g

th
a
t

h
a
d

o
n
ce

b
een

a
d
issectin

g
-ro

o
m

(in
th

e
tim

e
o
f

th
e

g
rea

t
su

rg
eo

n
w

h
o

h
a
d

m
o
rtg

a
g
ed

th
e

h
o
u
se

to
m

y
u
n
cle),

sta
red

a
t

it.
W

e
ro

se
so

ea
rly

a
lw

a
y
s,

th
a
t

a
t

th
a
t

tim
e

o
f

th
e

y
ea

r
w

e
b
rea

k
fa

sted
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S
O

M
E

S
H

O
R

T
C

H
R

I
S

T
M

A
S

S
T

O
R

I
E

S

b
y

ca
n
d
le-lig

h
t.

W
h
en

I
w

en
t
in

to
th

e
ro

o
m

,
m

y
u
n
cle

w
a
s

so
co

n
tra

cted
b
y

th
e

co
ld

,
a
n
d

so
h
u
d
d
led

to
g
eth

er
in

h
is

ch
a
ir

b
eh

in
d

th
e

o
n
e

d
im

ca
n
d
le,

th
a
t

I
d
id

n
o
t

see
h
im

u
n
til

I
w

a
s

clo
se

to
th

e
ta

b
le.

A
s

I
h
eld

o
u
t

m
y

h
a
n
d

to
h
im

,
h
e

ca
u
g
h
t

u
p

h
is

stick
(b

ein
g

in
fi
rm

,
h
e

a
lw

a
y
s

w
a
lk

ed
a
b
o
u
t

th
e

h
o
u
se

w
ith

a
stick

),
a
n
d

m
a
d
e

a
b
lo

w
a
t

m
e,

a
n
d

sa
id

,
“
Y

o
u

fo
o
l!”

“
U

n
cle,”

I
retu

rn
ed

,
“
I

d
id

n
’t

ex
p
ect

y
o
u

to
b
e

so
a
n
g
ry

a
s

th
is.”

N
o
r

h
a
d

I
ex

p
ected

it,
th

o
u
g
h

h
e

w
a
s

a
h
a
rd

a
n
d

a
n
g
ry

o
ld

m
a
n
.

“
Y

o
u

d
id

n
’t

ex
p
ect!”

sa
id

h
e;

“
w

h
en

d
id

y
o
u

ev
er

ex
p
ect?

W
h
en

d
id

y
o
u

ev
er

ca
lcu

la
te,

o
r

lo
o
k

fo
rw

a
rd

,
y
o
u

co
n
tem

p
tib

le
d
o
g
?”

“
T

h
ese

a
re

h
a
rd

w
o
rd

s,
u
n
cle!”

“
H

a
rd

w
o
rd

s?
F
ea

th
ers,

to
p
elt

su
ch

a
n

id
io

t
a
s

y
o
u

w
ith

,”
sa

id
h
e.

“
H

ere!
B

etsy
S
n
a
p
!

L
o
o
k

a
t

h
im

!”
B

etsy
S
n
a
p

w
a
s

a
w

ith
ered

,
h
a
rd

-fa
v
o
u
red

,
y
ello

w
o
ld

w
o
m

a
n
—

o
u
r

o
n
ly

d
o
m

estic—
a
lw

a
y
s

em
p
lo

y
ed

,
a
t

th
is

tim
e

o
f

th
e

m
o
rn

in
g
,

in
ru

b
-

b
in

g
m

y
u
n
cle’s

leg
s.

A
s

m
y

u
n
cle

a
d
ju

red
h
er

to
lo

o
k

a
t

m
e,

h
e

p
u
t

h
is

lea
n

g
rip

o
n

th
e

cro
w

n
o
f

h
er

h
ea

d
,
sh

e
k
n
eelin

g
b
esid

e
h
im

,
a
n
d

tu
rn

ed
h
er

fa
ce

to
w

a
rd

s
m

e.
A

n
in

v
o
lu

n
ta

ry
th

o
u
g
h
t

co
n
n
ectin

g
th

em
b
o
th

w
ith

th
e

D
issectin

g
R

o
o
m

,
a
s

it
m

u
st

o
ften

h
a
v
e

b
een

in
th

e
su

rg
eo

n
’s

tim
e,

p
a
ssed

a
cro

ss
m

y
m

in
d

in
th

e
m

id
st

o
f

m
y

a
n
x
iety.

“
L

o
o
k

a
t

th
e

sn
iv

ellin
g

m
ilk

so
p
!”

sa
id

m
y

u
n
cle.

“
L

o
o
k

a
t

th
e

b
a
b
y
!

T
h
is

is
th

e
g
en

tlem
a
n

w
h
o
,

p
eo

p
le

sa
y,

is
n
o
b
o
d
y
’s

en
em

y
b
u
t

h
is

o
w

n
.

T
h
is

is
th

e
g
en

tlem
a
n

w
h
o

ca
n
’t

sa
y

n
o
.

T
h
is

is
th

e
g
en

tlem
a
n

w
h
o

w
a
s

m
a
k
in

g
su

ch
la

rg
e

p
ro

fi
ts

in
h
is

b
u
sin

ess
th

a
t

h
e

m
u
st

n
eed

s
ta

k
e

a
p
a
rtn

er,
t’o

th
er

d
a
y.

T
h
is

is
th

e
g
en

tlem
a
n

w
h
o

is
g
o
in

g
to

m
a
rry

a
w

ife
w

ith
o
u
t

a
p
en

n
y,

a
n
d

w
h
o

fa
lls

in
to

th
e

h
a
n
d
s

o
f

Jeza
b
els

w
h
o

a
re

sp
ecu

la
tin

g
o
n

m
y

d
ea

th
!”

I
k
n
ew

,
n
o
w

,
h
o
w

g
rea

t
m

y
u
n
cle’s

ra
g
e

w
a
s;

fo
r

n
o
th

in
g

sh
o
rt

o
f

h
is

b
ein

g
a
lm

o
st

b
esid

e
h
im

self
w

o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

in
d
u
ced

h
im

to
u
tter

th
a
t

co
n
clu

d
in

g
w

o
rd

,
w

h
ich

h
e

h
eld

in
su

ch
rep

u
g
n
a
n
ce

th
a
t

it
w

a
s

n
ev

er
sp

o
k
en

o
r

h
in

ted
a
t

b
efo

re
h
im

o
n

a
n
y

a
cco

u
n
t.

“
O

n
m

y
d
ea

th
,”

h
e

rep
ea

ted
,
a
s

if
h
e

w
ere

d
efy

in
g

m
e

b
y

d
efy

in
g

h
is

o
w

n
a
b
h
o
rren

ce
o
f

th
e

w
o
rd

.
“
O

n
m

y
d
ea

th
—

d
ea

th
—

D
ea

th
!

B
u
t

I’ll
sp

o
il

th
e

sp
ecu

la
tio

n
.

E
a
t

y
o
u
r

la
st

u
n
d
er

th
is

ro
o
f,

y
o
u

feeb
le

w
retch

,
a
n
d

m
a
y

it
ch

o
k
e

y
o
u
!”

Y
o
u

m
a
y

su
p
p
o
se

th
a
t

I
h
a
d

n
o
t

m
u
ch

a
p
p
etite

fo
r

th
e

b
rea

k
fa

st
to

w
h
ich

I
w

a
s

b
id

d
en

in
th

ese
term

s;
b
u
t,

I
to

o
k

m
y

a
ccu

sto
m

ed
sea

t.
I

sa
w

th
a
t

I
w

a
s

rep
u
d
ia

ted
h
en

cefo
rth

b
y

m
y

u
n
cle;

still
I

co
u
ld

b
ea

r
th

a
t

v
ery

w
ell,

p
o
ssessin

g
C

h
ristia

n
a
’s

h
ea

rt.
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m
y

g
ra

n
d
ch

il
d
re

n
,

a
n
d

th
ey

p
la

y
to

g
et

h
er

.
A

t
th

is
ti

m
e

o
f

th
e

y
ea

r—
th

e
C

h
ri

st
m

a
s

a
n
d

N
ew

Y
ea

r
ti

m
e—

I
a
m

se
ld

o
m

o
u
t

o
f

m
y

C
a
st

le
.

F
o
r,

th
e

a
ss

o
ci

a
ti

o
n
s

o
f

th
e

se
a
so

n
se

em
to

h
o
ld

m
e

th
er

e,
a
n
d

th
e

p
re

ce
p
ts

o
f

th
e

se
a
so

n
se

em
to

te
a
ch

m
e

th
a
t

it
is

w
el

l
to

b
e

th
er

e.
“
A

n
d

th
e

C
a
st

le
is

—
”

o
b
se

rv
ed

a
g
ra

v
e,

k
in

d
v
o
ic

e
a
m

o
n
g

th
e

co
m

-
p
a
n
y. “
Y

es
.

M
y

C
a
st

le
,”

sa
id

th
e

p
o
o
r

re
la

ti
o
n
,
sh

a
k
in

g
h
is

h
ea

d
a
s

h
e

st
il
l

lo
o
k
ed

a
t

th
e

fi
re

,
“
is

in
th

e
A

ir
.

Jo
h
n

o
u
r

es
te

em
ed

h
o
st

su
g
g
es

ts
it

s
si

tu
a
ti

o
n

a
cc

u
ra

te
ly

.
M

y
C

a
st

le
is

in
th

e
A

ir
!

I
h
a
v
e

d
o
n
e.

W
il
l

y
o
u

b
e

so
g
o
o
d

a
s

to
p
a
ss

th
e

st
o
ry

?”

3
2

S
O

M
E

S
H

O
R

T
C

H
R

I
S

T
M

A
S

S
T

O
R

I
E

S

v
o
ti

o
n
,

“
le

t
u
s

k
ee

p
a
p
a
rt

n
o

lo
n
g
er

.
It

is
b
u
t

fo
r

m
e

to
sa

y
th

a
t

I
ca

n
li
v
e

co
n
te

n
te

d
u
p
o
n

su
ch

m
ea

n
s

a
s

y
o
u

h
a
v
e,

a
n
d

I
w

el
l

k
n
o
w

y
o
u

a
re

h
a
p
p
y.

I
sa

y
so

fr
o
m

m
y

h
ea

rt
.

S
tr

iv
e

n
o

m
o
re

a
lo

n
e;

le
t

u
s

st
ri

v
e

to
-

g
et

h
er

.
M

y
d
ea

r
M

ic
h
a
el

,
it

is
n
o
t

ri
g
h
t

th
a
t

I
sh

o
u
ld

k
ee

p
se

cr
et

fr
o
m

y
o
u

w
h
a
t

y
o
u

d
o

n
o
t

su
sp

ec
t,

b
u
t

w
h
a
t

d
is

tr
es

se
s

m
y

w
h
o
le

li
fe

.
M

y
m

o
th

er
:

w
it

h
o
u
t

co
n
si

d
er

in
g

th
a
t

w
h
a
t

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

lo
st

,
y
o
u

h
a
v
e

lo
st

fo
r

m
e,

a
n
d

o
n

th
e

a
ss

u
ra

n
ce

o
f

m
y

fa
it

h
:

se
ts

h
er

h
ea

rt
o
n

ri
ch

es
,
a
n
d

u
rg

es
a
n
o
th

er
su

it
u
p
o
n

m
e,

to
m

y
m

is
er

y.
I

ca
n
n
o
t

b
ea

r
th

is
,

fo
r

to
b
ea

r
it

is
to

b
e

u
n
tr

u
e

to
y
o
u
.

I
w

o
u
ld

ra
th

er
sh

a
re

y
o
u
r

st
ru

g
g
le

s
th

a
n

lo
o
k

o
n
.

I
w

a
n
t

n
o

b
et

te
r

h
o
m

e
th

a
n

y
o
u

ca
n

g
iv

e
m

e.
I

k
n
o
w

th
a
t

y
o
u

w
il
l
a
sp

ir
e

a
n
d

la
b
o
u
r

w
it

h
a

h
ig

h
er

co
u
ra

g
e

if
I

a
m

w
h
o
ll
y

y
o
u
rs

,
a
n
d

le
t

it
b
e

so
w

h
en

y
o
u

w
il
l!

”
I

w
a
s

b
le

st
in

d
ee

d
,

th
a
t

d
a
y,

a
n
d

a
n
ew

w
o
rl

d
o
p
en

ed
to

m
e.

W
e

w
er

e
m

a
rr

ie
d

in
a

v
er

y
li
tt

le
w

h
il
e,

a
n
d

I
to

o
k

m
y

w
if

e
to

o
u
r

h
a
p
p
y

h
o
m

e.
T

h
a
t

w
a
s

th
e

b
eg

in
n
in

g
o
f

th
e

re
si

d
en

ce
I

h
a
v
e

sp
o
k
en

o
f;

th
e

C
a
st

le
w

e
h
a
v
e

ev
er

si
n
ce

in
h
a
b
it

ed
to

g
et

h
er

,
d
a
te

s
fr

o
m

th
a
t

ti
m

e.
A

ll
o
u
r

ch
il
d
re

n
h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
b
o
rn

in
it

.
O

u
r

fi
rs

t
ch

il
d
—

n
o
w

m
a
rr

ie
d
—

w
a
s

a
li
tt

le
g
ir

l,
w

h
o
m

w
e

ca
ll
ed

C
h
ri

st
ia

n
a
.

H
er

so
n

is
so

li
k
e

L
it

tl
e

F
ra

n
k
,

th
a
t

I
h
a
rd

ly
k
n
o
w

w
h
ic

h
is

w
h
ic

h
.

T
h
e

cu
rr

en
t

im
p
re

ss
io

n
a
s

to
m

y
p
a
rt

n
er

’s
d
ea

li
n
g
s

w
it

h
m

e
is

a
ls

o
q
u
it

e
er

ro
n
eo

u
s.

H
e

d
id

n
o
t

b
eg

in
to

tr
ea

t
m

e
co

ld
ly

,
a
s

a
p
o
o
r

si
m

p
le

-
to

n
,

w
h
en

m
y

u
n
cl

e
a
n
d

I
so

fa
ta

ll
y

q
u
a
rr

el
le

d
;

n
o
r

d
id

h
e

a
ft

er
w

a
rd

s
g
ra

d
u
a
ll
y

p
o
ss

es
s

h
im

se
lf

o
f

o
u
r

b
u
si

n
es

s
a
n
d

ed
g
e

m
e

o
u
t.

O
n

th
e

co
n
-

tr
a
ry

,
h
e

b
eh

a
v
ed

to
m

e
w

it
h

th
e

u
tm

o
st

g
o
o
d

fa
it

h
a
n
d

h
o
n
o
u
r.

M
a
tt

er
s

b
et

w
ee

n
u
s

to
o
k

th
is

tu
rn

:-
O

n
th

e
d
a
y

o
f

m
y

se
p
a
ra

ti
o
n

fr
o
m

m
y

u
n
cl

e,
a
n
d

ev
en

b
ef

o
re

th
e

a
rr

iv
a
l
a
t

o
u
r

co
u
n
ti

n
g
-h

o
u
se

o
f

m
y

tr
u
n
k
s

(w
h
ic

h
h
e

se
n
t

a
ft

er
m

e,
n
o
t

ca
rr

ia
g
e

p
a
id

),
I

w
en

t
d
o
w

n
to

o
u
r

ro
o
m

o
f

b
u
si

n
es

s,
o
n

o
u
r

li
tt

le
w

h
a
rf

,
o
v
er

lo
o
k
in

g
th

e
ri

v
er

;
a
n
d

th
er

e
I

to
ld

Jo
h
n

S
p
a
tt

er
w

h
a
t

h
a
d

h
a
p
p
en

ed
.

Jo
h
n

d
id

n
o
t

sa
y,

in
re

p
ly

,
th

a
t

ri
ch

o
ld

re
la

ti
v
es

w
er

e
p
a
lp

a
b
le

fa
ct

s,
a
n
d

th
a
t

lo
v
e

a
n
d

se
n
ti

m
en

t
w

er
e

m
o
o
n
sh

in
e

a
n
d

fi
ct

io
n
.

H
e

a
d
d
re

ss
ed

m
e

th
u
s:

“
M

ic
h
a
el

,”
sa

id
Jo

h
n
,

“
w

e
w

er
e

a
t

sc
h
o
o
l

to
g
et

h
er

,
a
n
d

I
g
en

er
a
ll
y

h
a
d

th
e

k
n
a
ck

o
f

g
et

ti
n
g

o
n

b
et

te
r

th
a
n

y
o
u
,

a
n
d

m
a
k
in

g
a

h
ig

h
er

re
p
u
-

ta
ti

o
n
.”

“
Y

o
u

h
a
d
,
Jo

h
n
,”

I
re

tu
rn

ed
.

“
A

lt
h
o
u
g
h
”

sa
id

Jo
h
n
,

“
I

b
o
rr

o
w

ed
y
o
u
r

b
o
o
k
s

a
n
d

lo
st

th
em

;
b
o
r-

ro
w

ed
y
o
u
r

p
o
ck

et
-m

o
n
ey

,
a
n
d

n
ev

er
re

p
a
id

it
;
g
o
t

y
o
u

to
b
u
y

m
y

d
a
m

-
a
g
ed

k
n
iv

es
a
t

a
h
ig

h
er

p
ri

ce
th

a
n

I
h
a
d

g
iv

en
fo

r
th

em
n
ew

;
a
n
d

to
o
w

n
to

th
e

w
in

d
o
w

s
th

a
t

I
h
a
d

b
ro

k
en

.” 2
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“
A

ll
n
o
t

w
o
rth

m
en

tio
n
in

g
,

Jo
h
n

S
p
a
tter,”

sa
id

I,
“
b
u
t

certa
in

ly
tru

e.”“
W

h
en

y
o
u

w
ere

fi
rst

esta
b
lish

ed
in

th
is

in
fa

n
t

b
u
sin

ess,
w

h
ich

p
ro

m
ises

to
th

riv
e

so
w

ell,”
p
u
rsu

ed
Jo

h
n
,
“
I

ca
m

e
to

y
o
u
,
in

m
y

sea
rch

fo
r

a
lm

o
st

a
n
y

em
p
lo

y
m

en
t,

a
n
d

y
o
u

m
a
d
e

m
e

y
o
u
r

clerk
.”

“
S
till

n
o
t

w
o
rth

m
en

tio
n
in

g
,

m
y

d
ea

r
Jo

h
n

S
p
a
tter,”

sa
id

I;
“
still,

eq
u
a
lly

tru
e.”

“
A

n
d

fi
n
d
in

g
th

a
t

I
h
a
d

a
g
o
o
d

h
ea

d
fo

r
b
u
sin

ess,
a
n
d

th
a
t

I
w

a
s

re-
a
lly

u
sefu

l
to

th
e

b
u
sin

ess,
y
o
u

d
id

n
o
t

lik
e

to
reta

in
m

e
in

th
a
t

ca
p
a
city,

a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h
t

it
a
n

a
ct

o
f

ju
stice

so
o
n

to
m

a
k
e

m
e

y
o
u
r

p
a
rtn

er.”
“
S
till

less
w

o
rth

m
en

tio
n
in

g
th

a
n

a
n
y

o
f

th
o
se

o
th

er
little

circu
m

-
sta

n
ces

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

reca
lled

,
Jo

h
n

S
p
a
tter,”

sa
id

I;
“
fo

r
I

w
a
s,

a
n
d

a
m

,
sen

sib
le

o
f

y
o
u
r

m
erits

a
n
d

m
y

d
efi

cien
cies.”

“
N

o
w

,
m

y
g
o
o
d

frien
d
,”

sa
id

Jo
h
n
,

d
ra

w
in

g
m

y
a
rm

th
ro

u
g
h

h
is,

a
s

h
e

h
a
d

h
a
d

a
h
a
b
it

o
f

d
o
in

g
a
t

sch
o
o
l;

w
h
ile

tw
o

v
essels

o
u
tsid

e
th

e
w

in
d
o
w

s
o
f

o
u
r

co
u
n
tin

g
-h

o
u
se—

w
h
ich

w
ere

sh
a
p
ed

lik
e

th
e

stern
w

in
-

d
o
w

s
o
f

a
sh

ip
—

w
en

t
lig

h
tly

d
o
w

n
th

e
riv

er
w

ith
th

e
tid

e,
a
s

Jo
h
n

a
n
d

I
m

ig
h
t

th
en

b
e

sa
ilin

g
a
w

a
y

in
co

m
p
a
n
y,

a
n
d

in
tru

st
a
n
d

co
n
fi
d
en

ce,
o
n

o
u
r

v
o
y
a
g
e

o
f

life;
“
let

th
ere,

u
n
d
er

th
ese

frien
d
ly

circu
m

sta
n
ces,

b
e

a
rig

h
t

u
n
d
ersta

n
d
in

g
b
etw

een
u
s.

Y
o
u

a
re

to
o

ea
sy,

M
ich

a
el.

Y
o
u

a
re

n
o
b
o
d
y
’s

en
em

y
b
u
t

y
o
u
r

o
w

n
.

If
I

w
ere

to
g
iv

e
y
o
u

th
a
t

d
a
m

a
g
in

g
ch

a
r-

a
cter

a
m

o
n
g

o
u
r

co
n
n
ex

io
n
,
w

ith
a

sh
ru

g
,
a
n
d

a
sh

a
k
e

o
f

th
e

h
ea

d
,
a
n
d

a
sig

h
;
a
n
d

if
I

w
ere

fu
rth

er
to

a
b
u
se

th
e

tru
st

y
o
u

p
la

ce
in

m
e—

”
“
B

u
t

y
o
u

n
ev

er
w

ill
a
b
u
se

it
a
t

a
ll,

Jo
h
n
,”

I
o
b
serv

ed
.

“
N

ev
er!”

sa
id

h
e;

“
b
u
t

I
a
m

p
u
ttin

g
a

ca
se—

I
sa

y,
a
n
d

if
I

w
ere

fu
rth

er
to

a
b
u
se

th
a
t

tru
st

b
y

k
eep

in
g

th
is

p
iece

o
f

o
u
r
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m

m
o
n

a
ffa

irs
in

th
e

d
a
rk

,
a
n
d

th
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o
th

er
p
iece

in
th

e
lig

h
t,

a
n
d

a
g
a
in

th
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o
th

er
p
iece

in
th

e
tw

ilig
h
t,

a
n
d

so
o
n
,
I

sh
o
u
ld

stren
g
th

en
m

y
stren

g
th

,
a
n
d

w
ea

k
en

y
o
u
r

w
ea

k
n
ess,

d
a
y

b
y

d
a
y,

u
n
til

a
t

la
st

I
fo

u
n
d

m
y
self

o
n

th
e

h
ig

h
ro

a
d

to
fo

rtu
n
e,

a
n
d

y
o
u

left
b
eh

in
d

o
n

so
m

e
b
a
re

co
m

m
o
n
,

a
h
o
p
eless

n
u
m

b
er

o
f

m
iles

o
u
t

o
f

th
e

w
a
y.”

“
E

x
a
ctly

so
,”

sa
id

I.
“
T

o
p
rev

en
t

th
is,

M
ich

a
el,”

sa
id

Jo
h
n

S
p
a
tter,

“
o
r

th
e

rem
o
test

ch
a
n
ce

o
f

th
is,

th
ere

m
u
st

b
e

p
erfect

o
p
en

n
ess

b
etw

een
u
s.

N
o
th

in
g

m
u
st

b
e

co
n
cea

led
,
a
n
d

w
e

m
u
st

h
a
v
e

b
u
t

o
n
e

in
terest.”

“
M

y
d
ea

r
Jo

h
n

S
p
a
tter,”

I
a
ssu

red
h
im

,
“
th

a
t

is
p
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w
h
a
t

I
m

ea
n
.”

“
A

n
d

w
h
en

y
o
u

a
re

to
o
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sy,”

p
u
rsu

ed
Jo

h
n
,

h
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fa
ce

g
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w
in

g
w
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frien

d
sh

ip
,

“
y
o
u

m
u
st

a
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w
m

e
to

p
rev

en
t

th
a
t

im
p
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o
u
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S
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R

I
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I
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n
a
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b
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g
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k
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d
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a
n
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g
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o
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b
y

a
n
y

o
n
e;

y
o
u
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rs

o
n
s:

a
n
d

a
ll

n
ew

a
n
d

a
ll

tr
u
e.

B
u
t,

o
n
e

d
a
y,

o
f

a
su

d
d
en

,
th

e
tr

a
v
el

le
r

lo
st

th
e

ch
il
d
.

H
e

ca
ll
ed

to
h
im

o
v
er

a
n
d

o
v
er

a
g
a
in

,
b
u
t

g
o
t

n
o

a
n
sw

er
.

S
o
,
h
e

w
en

t
u
p
o
n

h
is

ro
a
d
,

a
n
d

w
en

t
o
n

fo
r

a
li
tt

le
w

h
il
e

w
it

h
o
u
t

m
ee

ti
n
g

a
n
y
th

in
g
,

u
n
ti

l
a
t

la
st

h
e

ca
m

e
to

a
h
a
n
d
so

m
e

b
o
y.

S
o
,

h
e

sa
id

to
th

e
b
o
y,

“
W

h
a
t

d
o

y
o
u

d
o

h
er

e?
”

A
n
d

th
e

b
o
y

sa
id

,
“
I

a
m

a
lw

a
y
s

le
a
rn

in
g
.

C
o
m

e
a
n
d

le
a
rn

w
it

h
m

e.
” S
o

h
e

le
a
rn

ed
w

it
h

th
a
t

b
o
y

a
b
o
u
t

Ju
p
it

er
a
n
d

Ju
n
o
,

a
n
d

th
e

G
re

ek
s

a
n
d

th
e

R
o
m

a
n
s,

a
n
d

I
d
o
n
’t

k
n
o
w

w
h
a
t,

a
n
d

le
a
rn

ed
m

o
re

th
a
n

I
co

u
ld

te
ll
—

o
r

h
e

ei
th

er
,

fo
r

h
e

so
o
n

fo
rg

o
t

a
g
re

a
t

d
ea

l
o
f

it
.

B
u
t,

th
ey

w
er

e

3
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C
H

A
R

L
E

S
D

I
C

K
E

N
S

n
o
t

a
lw

a
y
s

lea
rn

in
g
;
th

ey
h
a
d

th
e

m
erriest

g
a
m

es
th

a
t

ev
er

w
ere

p
la

y
ed

.
T

h
ey

ro
w

ed
u
p
o
n

th
e

riv
er

in
su

m
m

er,
a
n
d

sk
a
ted

o
n

th
e

ice
in

w
in

-
ter;

th
ey

w
ere

a
ctiv

e
a
fo

o
t,

a
n
d

a
ctiv

e
o
n

h
o
rseb

a
ck

;
a
t

crick
et,

a
n
d

a
ll

g
a
m

es
a
t

b
a
ll;

a
t

p
riso

n
er’s

b
a
se,

h
a
re

a
n
d

h
o
u
n
d
s,

fo
llo

w
m

y
lea

d
er,

a
n
d

m
o
re

sp
o
rts

th
a
n

I
ca

n
th

in
k

o
f;

n
o
b
o
d
y

co
u
ld

b
ea

t
th

em
.

T
h
ey

h
a
d

h
o
lid

a
y
s

to
o
,
a
n
d

T
w

elfth
ca

k
es,

a
n
d

p
a
rties

w
h
ere

th
ey

d
a
n
ced

till
m

id
n
ig

h
t,

a
n
d

rea
l

T
h
ea

tres
w

h
ere

th
ey

sa
w

p
a
la

ces
o
f

rea
l

g
o
ld

a
n
d

silv
er

rise
o
u
t

o
f

th
e

rea
l
ea

rth
,
a
n
d

sa
w

a
ll

th
e

w
o
n
d
ers

o
f

th
e

w
o
rld

a
t

o
n
ce.

A
s

to
frien

d
s,

th
ey

h
a
d

su
ch

d
ea

r
frien

d
s

a
n
d

so
m

a
n
y

o
f

th
em

,
th

a
t

I
w

a
n
t

th
e

tim
e

to
reck

o
n

th
em

u
p
.

T
h
ey

w
ere

a
ll

y
o
u
n
g
,

lik
e

th
e

h
a
n
d
so

m
e

b
o
y,

a
n
d

w
ere

n
ev

er
to

b
e

stra
n
g
e

to
o
n
e

a
n
o
th

er
a
ll

th
eir

liv
es

th
ro

u
g
h
.

S
till,

o
n
e

d
a
y,

in
th

e
m

id
st

o
f

a
ll

th
ese

p
lea

su
res,

th
e

tra
v
eller

lo
st

th
e

b
o
y

a
s

h
e

h
a
d

lo
st

th
e

ch
ild

,
a
n
d
,

a
fter

ca
llin

g
to

h
im

in
v
a
in

,
w

en
t

o
n

u
p
o
n

h
is

jo
u
rn

ey.
S
o

h
e

w
en

t
o
n

fo
r

a
little

w
h
ile

w
ith

o
u
t

seein
g

a
n
y
th

in
g
,
u
n
til

a
t

la
st

h
e

ca
m

e
to

a
y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n
.

S
o
,
h
e

sa
id

to
th

e
y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n
,

“
W

h
a
t

d
o

y
o
u

d
o

h
ere?”

A
n
d

th
e

y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n

sa
id

,
“
I

a
m

a
lw

a
y
s

in
lo

v
e.

C
o
m

e
a
n
d

lo
v
e

w
ith

m
e.”

S
o
,

h
e

w
en

t
a
w

a
y

w
ith

th
a
t

y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n
,

a
n
d

p
resen

tly
th

ey
ca

m
e

to
o
n
e

o
f
th

e
p
rettiest

g
irls

th
a
t
ev

er
w

a
s

seen
—

ju
st

lik
e

F
a
n
n
y

in
th

e
co

rn
er

th
ere—

a
n
d

sh
e

h
a
d

ey
es

lik
e

F
a
n
n
y,

a
n
d

h
a
ir

lik
e

F
a
n
n
y,

a
n
d

d
im

p
les

lik
e

F
a
n
n
y
’s,

a
n
d

sh
e

la
u
g
h
ed

a
n
d

co
lo

u
red

ju
st

a
s

F
a
n
n
y

d
o
es

w
h
ile

I
a
m

ta
lk

in
g

a
b
o
u
t

h
er.

S
o
,

th
e

y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n

fell
in

lo
v
e

d
irectly

—
ju

st
a
s

S
o
m

eb
o
d
y

I
w

o
n
’t

m
en

tio
n
,
th

e
fi
rst

tim
e

h
e

ca
m

e
h
ere,

d
id

w
ith

F
a
n
n
y.

W
ell!

h
e

w
a
s

tea
sed

so
m

etim
es—

ju
st

a
s

S
o
m

eb
o
d
y

u
sed

to
b
e

b
y

F
a
n
n
y
;

a
n
d

th
ey

q
u
a
rrelled

so
m

etim
es—

ju
st

a
s

S
o
m

eb
o
d
y

a
n
d

F
a
n
n
y

u
sed

to
q
u
a
rrel;

a
n
d

th
ey

m
a
d
e

it
u
p
,

a
n
d

sa
t

in
th

e
d
a
rk

,
a
n
d

w
ro

te
letters

ev
ery

d
a
y,

a
n
d

n
ev

er
w

ere
h
a
p
p
y

a
su

n
d
er,

a
n
d

w
ere

a
lw

a
y
s

lo
o
k
in

g
o
u
t

fo
r

o
n
e

a
n
o
th

er
a
n
d

p
reten

d
in

g
n
o
t

to
,

a
n
d

w
ere

en
g
a
g
ed

a
t

C
h
ristm

a
s-

tim
e,

a
n
d

sa
t

clo
se

to
o
n
e

a
n
o
th

er
b
y

th
e

fi
re,

a
n
d

w
ere

g
o
in

g
to

b
e

m
a
rried

v
ery

so
o
n
—

a
ll

ex
a
ctly

lik
e

S
o
m

eb
o
d
y

I
w

o
n
’t

m
en

tio
n
,

a
n
d

F
a
n
n
y
!

B
u
t,

th
e

tra
v
eller

lo
st

th
em

o
n
e

d
a
y,

a
s

h
e

h
a
d

lo
st

th
e

rest
o
f

h
is

frien
d
s,

a
n
d
,

a
fter

ca
llin

g
to

th
em

to
co

m
e

b
a
ck

,
w

h
ich

th
ey

n
ev

er
d
id

,
w

en
t

o
n

u
p
o
n

h
is

jo
u
rn

ey.
S
o
,

h
e

w
en

t
o
n

fo
r

a
little

w
h
ile

w
ith

o
u
t

seein
g

a
n
y
th

in
g
,

u
n
til

a
t

la
st

h
e

ca
m

e
to

a
m

id
d
le-a

g
ed

g
en

tlem
a
n
.

S
o
,

h
e

sa
id

to
th

e
g
en

tlem
a
n
,

“
W

h
a
t

a
re

y
o
u

d
o
in

g
h
ere?”

A
n
d

h
is

a
n
sw

er
w

a
s,

“
I

a
m

a
lw

a
y
s

b
u
sy.

C
o
m

e
a
n
d

b
e

b
u
sy

w
ith

m
e!”

S
o
,
h
e

b
eg

a
n

to
b
e

v
ery

b
u
sy

w
ith

th
a
t

g
en

tlem
a
n
,
a
n
d

th
ey

w
en

t
o
n

3
4

S
O

M
E

S
H

O
R

T
C

H
R

I
S

T
M

A
S

S
T

O
R

I
E

S

th
ro

u
g
h

th
e

w
o
o
d

to
g
eth

er.
T

h
e

w
h
o
le

jo
u
rn

ey
w

a
s

th
ro

u
g
h

a
w

o
o
d
,

o
n
ly

it
h
a
d

b
een

o
p
en

a
n
d

g
reen

a
t

fi
rst,

lik
e

a
w

o
o
d

in
sp

rin
g
;

a
n
d

n
o
w

b
eg

a
n

to
b
e

th
ick

a
n
d

d
a
rk

,
lik

e
a

w
o
o
d

in
su

m
m

er;
so

m
e

o
f

th
e

little
trees

th
a
t

h
a
d

co
m

e
o
u
t

ea
rliest,

w
ere

ev
en

tu
rn

in
g

b
ro

w
n
.

T
h
e

g
en

tlem
a
n

w
a
s

n
o
t

a
lo

n
e,

b
u
t

h
a
d

a
la

d
y

o
f

a
b
o
u
t

th
e

sa
m

e
a
g
e

w
ith

h
im

,
w

h
o

w
a
s

h
is

W
ife;

a
n
d

th
ey

h
a
d

ch
ild

ren
,

w
h
o

w
ere

w
ith

th
em

to
o
.

S
o
,

th
ey

a
ll

w
en

t
o
n

to
g
eth

er
th

ro
u
g
h

th
e

w
o
o
d
,

cu
ttin

g
d
o
w

n
th

e
trees,

a
n
d

m
a
k
in

g
a

p
a
th

th
ro

u
g
h

th
e

b
ra

n
ch

es
a
n
d

th
e

fa
llen

lea
v
es,

a
n
d

ca
rry

in
g

b
u
rd

en
s,

a
n
d

w
o
rk

in
g

h
a
rd

.
S
o
m

etim
es,

th
ey

ca
m

e
to

a
lo

n
g

g
reen

a
v
en

u
e

th
a
t

o
p
en

ed
in

to
d
eep

er
w

o
o
d
s.

T
h
en

th
ey

w
o
u
ld

h
ea

r
a

v
ery

little,
d
ista

n
t

v
o
ice

cry
in

g
,

“
F
a
th

er,
fa

th
er,

I
a
m

a
n
o
th

er
ch

ild
!

S
to

p
fo

r
m

e!”
A

n
d

p
resen

tly
th

ey
w

o
u
ld

see
a

v
ery

little
fi
g
u
re,

g
ro

w
in

g
la

rg
er

a
s

it
ca

m
e

a
lo

n
g
,

ru
n
n
in

g
to

jo
in

th
em

.
W

h
en

it
ca

m
e

u
p
,

th
ey

a
ll

cro
w

d
ed

ro
u
n
d

it,
a
n
d

k
issed

a
n
d

w
elco

m
ed

it;
a
n
d

th
en

th
ey

a
ll

w
en

t
o
n

to
g
eth

er.
S
o
m

etim
es,

th
ey

ca
m

e
to

sev
era

l
a
v
en

u
es

a
t

o
n
ce,

a
n
d

th
en

th
ey

a
ll

sto
o
d

still,
a
n
d

o
n
e

o
f

th
e

ch
ild

ren
sa

id
,

“
F
a
th

er,
I

a
m

g
o
in

g
to

sea
,”

a
n
d

a
n
o
th

er
sa

id
,
“
F
a
th

er,
I

a
m

g
o
in

g
to

In
d
ia

,”
a
n
d

a
n
o
th

er,
“
F
a
th

er,
I

a
m

g
o
in

g
to

seek
m

y
fo

rtu
n
e

w
h
ere

I
ca

n
,”

a
n
d

a
n
o
th

er,
“
F
a
th

er,
I

a
m

g
o
in

g
to

H
ea

v
en

!”
S
o
,

w
ith

m
a
n
y

tea
rs

a
t

p
a
rtin

g
,

th
ey

w
en

t,
so

lita
ry,

d
o
w

n
th

o
se

a
v
en

u
es,

ea
ch

ch
ild

u
p
o
n

its
w

a
y
;

a
n
d

th
e

ch
ild

w
h
o

w
en

t
to

H
ea

v
en

,
ro

se
in

to
th

e
g
o
ld

en
a
ir

a
n
d

v
a
n
ish

ed
.

W
h
en

ev
er

th
ese

p
a
rtin

g
s

h
a
p
p
en

ed
,

th
e

tra
v
eller

lo
o
k
ed

a
t

th
e

g
en

-
tlem

a
n
,
a
n
d

sa
w

h
im

g
la

n
ce

u
p

a
t

th
e

sk
y

a
b
o
v
e

th
e

trees,
w

h
ere

th
e

d
a
y

w
a
s

b
eg

in
n
in

g
to

d
eclin

e,
a
n
d

th
e

su
n
set

to
co

m
e

o
n
.

H
e

sa
w

,
to

o
,

th
a
t

h
is

h
a
ir

w
a
s

tu
rn

in
g

g
rey.

B
u
t,

th
ey

n
ev

er
co

u
ld

rest
lo

n
g
,

fo
r

th
ey

h
a
d

th
eir

jo
u
rn

ey
to

p
erfo

rm
,

a
n
d

it
w

a
s

n
ecessa

ry
fo

r
th

em
to

b
e

a
lw

a
y
s

b
u
sy.A

t
la

st,
th

ere
h
a
d

b
een

so
m

a
n
y

p
a
rtin

g
s

th
a
t

th
ere

w
ere

n
o

ch
ild

ren
left,

a
n
d

o
n
ly

th
e

tra
v
eller,

th
e

g
en

tlem
a
n
,
a
n
d

th
e

la
d
y,

w
en

t
u
p
o
n

th
eir

w
a
y

in
co

m
p
a
n
y.

A
n
d

n
o
w

th
e

w
o
o
d

w
a
s

y
ello

w
;
a
n
d

n
o
w

b
ro

w
n
;

a
n
d

th
e

lea
v
es,

ev
en

o
f

th
e

fo
rest

trees,
b
eg

a
n

to
fa

ll.
S
o
,

th
ey

ca
m

e
to

a
n

a
v
en

u
e

th
a
t

w
a
s

d
a
rk

er
th

a
n

th
e

rest,
a
n
d

w
ere

p
ressin

g
fo

rw
a
rd

o
n

th
eir

jo
u
rn

ey
w

ith
o
u
t

lo
o
k
in

g
d
o
w

n
it

w
h
en

th
e

la
d
y

sto
p
p
ed

.
“
M

y
h
u
sb

a
n
d
,”

sa
id

th
e

la
d
y.

“
I

a
m

ca
lled

.”
T

h
ey

listen
ed

,
a
n
d

th
ey

h
ea

rd
a

v
o
ice

a
lo

n
g

w
a
y

d
o
w

n
th

e
a
v
en

u
e,

sa
y,

“
M

o
th

er,
m

o
th

er!”
It

w
a
s

th
e

v
o
ice

o
f

th
e

fi
rst

ch
ild

w
h
o

h
a
d

sa
id

,
“
I

a
m

g
o
in

g
to

3
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C
H

A
R

L
E

S
D

I
C

K
E

N
S

C
h
a
ri

ty
,

b
u
t

I
d
o
n
’t

k
n
o
w

—
a
n
d

a
ft

er
h
er

ti
m

e
w

a
s

o
u
t,

h
a
d

st
o
p
p
ed

a
t

so
m

u
ch

a
y
ea

r.
S
o

li
tt

le
a

y
ea

r,
p
er

h
a
p
s

I
o
u
g
h
t

to
sa

y,
fo

r
it

is
fa

r
m

o
re

li
k
el

y.
H

o
w

ev
er

,
sh

e
h
a
d

p
u
t

so
m

e
p
o
u
n
d
s

in
th

e
S
a
v
in

g
s’

B
a
n
k
,
a
n
d

sh
e

w
a
s

a
v
er

y
n
ic

e
y
o
u
n
g

w
o
m

a
n
.

S
h
e

w
a
s

n
o
t

q
u
it

e
p
re

tt
y
;

b
u
t

sh
e

h
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le.

T
h
ere

h
a
d

b
een

m
u
ch

d
iscu

ssin
g

a
n
d

d
isp

u
tin

g
a
s

to
h
o
w

O
ld

C
h
eesem

a
n

w
o
u
ld

co
m

e;
b
u
t

it
w

a
s

th
e

g
en

era
l

o
p
in

io
n

th
a
t

h
e

w
o
u
ld

a
p
p
ea

r
in

a
so

rt
o
f

triu
m

p
h
a
l
ca

r
d
ra

w
n

b
y

fo
u
r

h
o
rses,

w
ith

tw
o

liv
ery

serv
a
n
ts

in
fro

n
t,

a
n
d

th
e

P
rizefi

g
h
ter

in
d
isg

u
ise

u
p

b
eh

in
d
.

S
o
,

a
ll

o
u
r

fello
w

s
sa

t
listen

in
g

fo
r

th
e

so
u
n
d

o
f

w
h
eels.

B
u
t

n
o

w
h
eels

w
ere

h
ea

rd
,

fo
r

O
ld

C
h
eesem

a
n

w
a
lk

ed
a
fter

a
ll,

a
n
d

ca
m

e
in

to
th

e
sch

o
o
l

w
ith

o
u
t

4
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S
O

M
E

S
H

O
R

T
C

H
R

I
S

T
M

A
S

S
T

O
R

I
E

S

a
n
y

p
rep

a
ra

tio
n
.

P
retty

m
u
ch

a
s

h
e

u
sed

to
b
e,

o
n
ly

d
ressed

in
b
la

ck
.

“
G

en
tlem

en
,”

sa
id

th
e

R
ev

eren
d
,

p
resen

tin
g

h
im

,
“
o
u
r

so
lo

n
g

re-
sp

ected
frien

d
a
n
d

fello
w

-p
ilg

rim
in

th
e

p
lea

sa
n
t

p
la

in
s

o
f

k
n
o
w

led
g
e,

is
d
esiro

u
s

to
o
ffer

a
w

o
rd

o
r

tw
o
.

A
tten

tio
n
,
g
en

tlem
en

,
o
n
e

a
n
d

a
ll!”

E
v
ery

fello
w

sto
le

h
is

h
a
n
d

in
to

h
is

d
esk

a
n
d

lo
o
k
ed

a
t

th
e

P
resid

en
t.

T
h
e

P
resid

en
t

w
a
s

a
ll

rea
d
y,

a
n
d

ta
k
in

g
a
im

a
t

o
ld

C
h
eesem

a
n

w
ith

h
is

ey
es.W

h
a
t

d
id

O
ld

C
h
eesem

a
n

th
en

,
b
u
t

w
a
lk

u
p

to
h
is

o
ld

d
esk

,
lo

o
k

ro
u
n
d

h
im

w
ith

a
q
u
eer

sm
ile

a
s

if
th

ere
w

a
s

a
tea

r
in

h
is

ey
e,

a
n
d

b
eg

in
in

a
q
u
a
v
erin

g
,
m

ild
v
o
ice,

“
M

y
d
ea

r
co

m
p
a
n
io

n
s

a
n
d

o
ld

frien
d
s!”

E
v
ery

fello
w

’s
h
a
n
d

ca
m

e
o
u
t

o
f

h
is

d
esk

,
a
n
d

th
e

P
resid

en
t

su
d
d
en

ly
b
eg

a
n

to
cry.

“
M

y
d
ea

r
co

m
p
a
n
io

n
s

a
n
d

o
ld

frien
d
s,”

sa
id

O
ld

C
h
eesem

a
n
,
“
y
o
u

h
a
v
e

h
ea

rd
o
f

m
y

g
o
o
d

fo
rtu

n
e.

I
h
a
v
e

p
a
ssed

so
m

a
n
y

y
ea

rs
u
n
d
er

th
is

ro
o
f—

m
y

en
tire

life
so

fa
r,

I
m

a
y

sa
y
—

th
a
t

I
h
o
p
e

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

b
een

g
la

d
to

h
ea

r
o
f

it
fo

r
m

y
sa

k
e.

I
co

u
ld

n
ev

er
en

jo
y

it
w

ith
o
u
t

ex
ch

a
n
g
in

g
co

n
g
ra

tu
la

tio
n
s

w
ith

y
o
u
.

If
w

e
h
a
v
e

ev
er

m
isu

n
d
ersto

o
d

o
n
e

a
n
o
th

er
a
t

a
ll,

p
ra

y,
m

y
d
ea

r
b
o
y
s,

let
u
s

fo
rg

iv
e

a
n
d

fo
rg

et.
I

h
a
v
e

a
g
rea

t
ten

d
ern

ess
fo

r
y
o
u
,
a
n
d

I
a
m

su
re

y
o
u

retu
rn

it.
I

w
a
n
t

in
th

e
fu

ln
ess

o
f

a
g
ra

tefu
l

h
ea

rt
to

sh
a
k
e

h
a
n
d
s

w
ith

y
o
u

ev
ery

o
n
e.

I
h
a
v
e

co
m

e
b
a
ck

to
d
o

it,
if

y
o
u

p
lea

se,
m

y
d
ea

r
b
o
y
s.”

S
in

ce
th

e
P
resid

en
t

h
a
d

b
eg

u
n

to
cry,

sev
era

l
o
th

er
fello

w
s

h
a
d

b
ro

-
k
en

o
u
t

h
ere

a
n
d

th
ere:

b
u
t

n
o
w

,
w

h
en

O
ld

C
h
eesem

a
n

b
eg

a
n

w
ith

h
im

a
s

fi
rst

b
o
y,

la
id

h
is

left
h
a
n
d

a
ffectio

n
a
tely

o
n

h
is

sh
o
u
ld

er
a
n
d

g
a
v
e

h
im

h
is

rig
h
t;

a
n
d

w
h
en

th
e

P
resid

en
t

sa
id

“
In

d
eed

,
I

d
o
n
’t

d
eserv

e
it,

sir;
u
p
o
n

m
y

h
o
n
o
u
r

I
d
o
n
’t;”

th
ere

w
a
s

so
b
b
in

g
a
n
d

cry
in

g
a
ll

o
v
er

th
e

sch
o
o
l.

E
v
ery

o
th

er
fello

w
sa

id
h
e

d
id

n
’t

d
eserv

e
it,

m
u
ch

in
th

e
sa

m
e

w
a
y
;

b
u
t

O
ld

C
h
eesem

a
n
,

n
o
t

m
in

d
in

g
th

a
t

a
b
it,

w
en

t
ch

eerfu
lly

ro
u
n
d

to
ev

ery
b
o
y,

a
n
d

w
o
u
n
d

u
p

w
ith

ev
ery

m
a
ster—

fi
n
ish

in
g

o
ff

th
e

R
ev

eren
d

la
st.

T
h
en

a
sn

iv
ellin

g
little

ch
a
p

in
a

co
rn

er,
w

h
o

w
a
s

a
lw

a
y
s

u
n
d
er

so
m

e
p
u
n
ish

m
en

t
o
r

o
th

er,
set

u
p

a
sh

rill
cry

o
f

“
S
u
ccess

to
O

ld
C

h
eesem

a
n
!

H
o
o
ra

y
!”

T
h
e

R
ev

eren
d

g
la

red
u
p
o
n

h
im

,
a
n
d

sa
id

,
“
M

r.
C

h
eesem

a
n
,

sir.”
B

u
t,

O
ld

C
h
eesem

a
n

p
ro

testin
g

th
a
t

h
e

lik
ed

h
is

o
ld

n
a
m

e
a

g
rea

t
d
ea

l
b
etter

th
a
n

h
is

n
ew

o
n
e,

a
ll

o
u
r

fello
w

s
to

o
k

u
p

th
e

cry
;

a
n
d
,

fo
r

I
d
o
n
’t

k
n
o
w

h
o
w

m
a
n
y

m
in

u
tes,

th
ere

w
a
s

su
ch

a
th

u
n
d
erin

g
o
f

feet
a
n
d

h
a
n
d
s,

a
n
d

su
ch

a
ro

a
rin

g
o
f

O
ld

C
h
eesem

a
n
,
a
s

n
ev

er
w

a
s

h
ea

rd
.

A
fter

th
a
t,

th
ere

w
a
s

a
sp

rea
d

in
th

e
d
in

in
g
-ro

o
m

o
f

th
e

m
o
st

m
a
g
n
if-

icen
t

k
in

d
.

F
o
w

ls,
to

n
g
u
es,

p
reserv

es,
fru

its,
co

n
fectio

n
a
ries,

jellies,
n
e-
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C
H

A
R

L
E

S
D

I
C

K
E

N
S

“
I

d
o
n
’t

u
n
d
er

st
a
n
d

a
ll

th
is

,”
sa

id
h
e,

ru
b
b
in

g
h
is

fu
rr

o
w

ed
b
ro

w
co

n
fu

se
d
ly

.
“
B

u
t

it
h
a
s

a
m

ea
n
in

g
,
m

a
y
b
e,

if
I

co
u
ld

fi
n
d

it
o
u
t.

”
“
It

m
ea

n
s,

”
re

tu
rn

ed
th

e
B

ig
w

ig
fa

m
il
y,

su
sp

ec
ti

n
g

so
m

et
h
in

g
o
f

w
h
a
t

h
e

sa
id

,
“
h
o
n
o
u
r

a
n
d

g
lo

ry
in

th
e

h
ig

h
es

t,
to

th
e

h
ig

h
es

t
m

er
it

.”
“
O

h
!”

sa
id

h
e.

A
n
d

h
e

w
a
s

g
la

d
to

h
ea

r
th

a
t.

B
u
t,

w
h
en

h
e

lo
o
k
ed

a
m

o
n
g

th
e

im
a
g
es

in
ir

o
n
,
m

a
rb

le
,
b
ro

n
ze

,
a
n
d

b
ra

ss
,
h
e

fa
il
ed

to
fi
n
d

a
ra

th
er

m
er

it
o
ri

o
u
s

co
u
n
tr

y
m

a
n

o
f

h
is

,
o
n
ce

th
e

so
n

o
f

a
W

a
rw

ic
k
sh

ir
e

w
o
o
l-

d
ea

le
r,

o
r

a
n
y

si
n
g
le

co
u
n
tr

y
m

a
n

w
h
o
m

-
so

ev
er

o
f

th
a
t

k
in

d
.

H
e

co
u
ld

fi
n
d

n
o
n
e

o
f

th
e

m
en

w
h
o
se

k
n
o
w

le
d
g
e

h
a
d

re
sc

u
ed

h
im

a
n
d

h
is

ch
il
d
re

n
fr

o
m

te
rr

ifi
c

a
n
d

d
is

fi
g
u
ri

n
g

d
is

ea
se

,
w

h
o
se

b
o
ld

n
es

s
h
a
d

ra
is

ed
h
is

fo
re

fa
th

er
s

fr
o
m

th
e

co
n
d
it

io
n

o
f

se
rf

s,
w

h
o
se

w
is

e
fa

n
cy

h
a
d

o
p
en

ed
a

n
ew

a
n
d

h
ig

h
ex

is
te

n
ce

to
th

e
h
u
m

b
le

st
,

w
h
o
se

sk
il
l

h
a
d

fi
ll
ed

th
e

w
o
rk

in
g

m
a
n
’s

w
o
rl

d
w

it
h

a
cc

u
m

u
la

te
d

w
o
n
-

d
er

s.
W

h
er

ea
s,

h
e

d
id

fi
n
d

o
th

er
s

w
h
o
m

h
e

k
n
ew

n
o

g
o
o
d

o
f,

a
n
d

ev
en

o
th

er
s

w
h
o
m

h
e

k
n
ew

m
u
ch

il
l
o
f.

“
H

u
m

p
h
!”

sa
id

h
e.

“
I

d
o
n
’t

q
u
it

e
u
n
d
er

st
a
n
d

it
.”

S
o
,

h
e

w
en

t
h
o
m

e,
a
n
d

sa
t

d
o
w

n
b
y

h
is

fi
re

si
d
e

to
g
et

it
o
u
t

o
f

h
is

m
in

d
.

N
o
w

,
h
is

fi
re

si
d
e

w
a
s

a
b
a
re

o
n
e,

a
ll

h
em

m
ed

in
b
y

b
la

ck
en

ed
st

re
et

s;
b
u
t

it
w

a
s

a
p
re

ci
o
u
s

p
la

ce
to

h
im

.
T

h
e

h
a
n
d
s

o
f

h
is

w
if

e
w

er
e

h
a
rd

en
ed

w
it

h
to

il
,
a
n
d

sh
e

w
a
s

o
ld

b
ef

o
re

h
er

ti
m

e;
b
u
t

sh
e

w
a
s

d
ea

r
to

h
im

.
H

is
ch

il
d
re

n
,

st
u
n
te

d
in

th
ei

r
g
ro

w
th

,
b
o
re

tr
a
ce

s
o
f

u
n
w

h
o
le

so
m

e
n
u
rt

u
re

;
b
u
t

th
ey

h
a
d

b
ea

u
ty

in
h
is

si
g
h
t.

A
b
o
v
e

a
ll

o
th

er
th

in
g
s,

it
w

a
s

a
n

ea
rn

es
t

d
es

ir
e

o
f

th
is

m
a
n
’s

so
u
l

th
a
t

h
is

ch
il
d
re

n
sh

o
u
ld

b
e

ta
u
g
h
t.

“
If

I
a
m

so
m

et
im

es
m

is
le

d
,”

sa
id

h
e,

“
fo

r
w

a
n
t

o
f

k
n
o
w

le
d
g
e,

a
t

le
a
st

le
t

th
em

k
n
o
w

b
et

te
r,

a
n
d

a
v
o
id

m
y

m
is

ta
k
es

.
If

it
is

h
a
rd

to
m

e
to

re
a
p

th
e

h
a
rv

es
t

o
f

p
le

a
su

re
a
n
d

in
st

ru
ct

io
n

th
a
t

is
st

o
re

d
in

b
o
o
k
s,

le
t

it
b
e

ea
si

er
to

th
em

.”
B

u
t,

th
e

B
ig

w
ig

fa
m

il
y

b
ro

k
e

o
u
t

in
to

v
io

le
n
t

fa
m

il
y

q
u
a
rr

el
s

co
n
-

ce
rn

in
g

w
h
a
t

it
w

a
s

la
w

fu
l

to
te

a
ch

to
th

is
m

a
n
’s

ch
il
d
re

n
.

S
o
m

e
o
f

th
e

fa
m

il
y

in
si

st
ed

o
n

su
ch

a
th

in
g

b
ei

n
g

p
ri

m
a
ry

a
n
d

in
d
is

p
en

sa
b
le

a
b
o
v
e

a
ll

o
th

er
th

in
g
s;

a
n
d

o
th

er
s

o
f

th
e

fa
m

il
y

in
si

st
ed

o
n

su
ch

a
n
o
th

er
th

in
g

b
ei

n
g

p
ri

m
a
ry

a
n
d

in
d
is

p
en

sa
b
le

a
b
o
v
e

a
ll

o
th

er
th

in
g
s;

a
n
d

th
e

B
ig

w
ig

fa
m

il
y,

re
n
t

in
to

fa
ct

io
n
s,

w
ro

te
p
a
m

p
h
le

ts
,

h
el

d
co

n
v
o
ca

ti
o
n
s,

d
el

iv
-

er
ed

ch
a
rg

es
,

o
ra

ti
o
n
s,

a
n
d

a
ll

v
a
ri

et
ie

s
o
f

d
is

co
u
rs

es
;

im
p
o
u
n
d
ed

o
n
e

a
n
o
th

er
in

co
u
rt

s
L

a
y

a
n
d

co
u
rt

s
E

cc
le

si
a
st

ic
a
l;

th
re

w
d
ir

t,
ex

ch
a
n
g
ed

p
u
m

m
el

in
g
s,

a
n
d

fe
ll

to
g
et

h
er

b
y

th
e

ea
rs

in
u
n
in

te
ll
ig

ib
le

a
n
im

o
si

ty
.

M
ea

n
w

h
il
e,

th
is

m
a
n
,

in
h
is

sh
o
rt

ev
en

in
g

sn
a
tc

h
es

a
t

h
is

fi
re

si
d
e,

sa
w

th
e

d
em

o
n

Ig
n
o
ra

n
ce

a
ri

se
th

er
e,

a
n
d

ta
k
e

h
is

ch
il
d
re

n
to

it
se

lf
.

H
e

sa
w

4
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S
O

M
E

S
H

O
R

T
C

H
R

I
S

T
M

A
S

S
T

O
R

I
E

S

o
u
t

th
a
t

B
o
b

T
a
rt

er
’s

fa
th

er
w

a
sn

’t
w

o
rt

h
M

il
li
o
n
s!

H
e

w
a
sn

’t
w

o
rt

h
a
n
y
th

in
g
.

B
o
b

h
a
d

g
o
n
e

fo
r

a
so

ld
ie

r,
a
n
d

O
ld

C
h
ee

se
m

a
n

h
a
d

p
u
r-

ch
a
se

d
h
is

d
is

ch
a
rg

e.
B

u
t

th
a
t’
s

n
o
t

th
e

ca
rr

ia
g
e.

T
h
e

ca
rr

ia
g
e

st
o
p
p
ed

,
a
n
d

a
ll

o
u
r

fe
ll
o
w

s
st

o
p
p
ed

a
s

so
o
n

a
s

it
w

a
s

se
en

.
“
S
o

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

n
ev

er
se

n
t

m
e

to
C

o
v
en

tr
y

a
ft

er
a
ll
!”

sa
id

th
e

la
d
y,

la
u
g
h
in

g
,

a
s

o
u
r

fe
ll
o
w

s
sw

a
rm

ed
u
p

th
e

w
a
ll

to
sh

a
k
e

h
a
n
d
s

w
it

h
h
er

.
“
A

re
y
o
u

n
ev

er
g
o
in

g
to

d
o

it
?”

“
N

ev
er

!
n
ev

er
!

n
ev

er
!”

o
n

a
ll

si
d
es

.
I

d
id

n
’t

u
n
d
er

st
a
n
d

w
h
a
t

sh
e

m
ea

n
t

th
en

,
b
u
t

o
f

co
u
rs

e
I

d
o

n
o
w

.
I

w
a
s

v
er

y
m

u
ch

p
le

a
se

d
w

it
h

h
er

fa
ce

th
o
u
g
h
,

a
n
d

w
it

h
h
er

g
o
o
d

w
a
y,

a
n
d

I
co

u
ld

n
’t

h
el

p
lo

o
k
in

g
a
t
h
er

—
a
n
d

a
t
h
im

to
o
—

w
it

h
a
ll

o
u
r

fe
ll
o
w

s
cl

u
st

er
in

g
so

jo
y
fu

ll
y

a
b
o
u
t

th
em

.
T

h
ey

so
o
n

to
o
k

n
o
ti

ce
o
f

m
e

a
s

a
n
ew

b
o
y,

so
I

th
o
u
g
h
t

I
m

ig
h
t

a
s

w
el

l
sw

a
rm

u
p

th
e

w
a
ll

m
y
se

lf
,

a
n
d

sh
a
k
e

h
a
n
d
s

w
it

h
th

em
a
s

th
e

re
st

d
id

.
I

w
a
s

q
u
it

e
a
s

g
la

d
to

se
e

th
em

a
s

th
e

re
st

w
er

e,
a
n
d

w
a
s

q
u
it

e
a
s

fa
m

il
ia

r
w

it
h

th
em

in
a

m
o
m

en
t.

“
O

n
ly

a
fo

rt
n
ig

h
t

n
o
w

,”
sa

id
O

ld
C

h
ee

se
m

a
n
,

“
to

th
e

h
o
li
d
a
y
s.

W
h
o

st
o
p
s?

A
n
y
b
o
d
y
?”

A
g
o
o
d

m
a
n
y

fi
n
g
er

s
p
o
in

te
d

a
t

m
e,

a
n
d

a
g
o
o
d

m
a
n
y

v
o
ic

es
cr

ie
d

“
H

e
d
o
es

!”
F
o
r

it
w

a
s

th
e

y
ea

r
w

h
en

y
o
u

w
er

e
a
ll

a
w

a
y
;
a
n
d

ra
th

er
lo

w
I

w
a
s

a
b
o
u
t

it
,
I

ca
n

te
ll

y
o
u
.

“
O

h
!”

sa
id

O
ld

C
h
ee

se
m

a
n
.

“
B

u
t

it
’s

so
li
ta

ry
h
er

e
in

th
e

h
o
li
d
a
y

ti
m

e.
H

e
h
a
d

b
et

te
r

co
m

e
to

u
s.

”
S
o

I
w

en
t

to
th

ei
r

d
el

ig
h
tf

u
l

h
o
u
se

,
a
n
d

w
a
s

a
s

h
a
p
p
y

a
s

I
co

u
ld

p
o
ss

ib
ly

b
e.

T
h
ey

u
n
d
er

st
a
n
d

h
o
w

to
co

n
d
u
ct

th
em

se
lv

es
to

w
a
rd

s
b
o
y
s,

th
ey

d
o
.

W
h
en

th
ey

ta
k
e

a
b
o
y

to
th

e
p
la

y,
fo

r
in

st
a
n
ce

,
th

ey
d
o

ta
k
e

h
im

.
T

h
ey

d
o
n
’t

g
o

in
a
ft

er
it

’s
b
eg

u
n
,
o
r

co
m

e
o
u
t

b
ef

o
re

it
’s

o
v
er

.
T

h
ey

k
n
o
w

h
o
w

to
b
ri

n
g

a
b
o
y

u
p
,
to

o
.

L
o
o
k

a
t

th
ei

r
o
w

n
!

T
h
o
u
g
h

h
e

is
v
er

y
li
tt

le
a
s

y
et

,
w

h
a
t

a
ca

p
it

a
l

b
o
y

h
e

is
!

W
h
y,

m
y

n
ex

t
fa

v
o
u
ri

te
to

M
rs

.
C

h
ee

se
m

a
n

a
n
d

O
ld

C
h
ee

se
m

a
n
,
is

y
o
u
n
g

C
h
ee

se
m

a
n
.

S
o
,

n
o
w

I
h
a
v
e

to
ld

y
o
u

a
ll

I
k
n
o
w

a
b
o
u
t

O
ld

C
h
ee

se
m

a
n
.

A
n
d

it
’s

n
o
t

m
u
ch

a
ft

er
a
ll
,
I

a
m

a
fr

a
id

.
Is

it
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A
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I
E

S

N
o
b
o
d

y
’s

S
to

ry

H
e

liv
ed

o
n

th
e

b
a
n
k

o
f

a
m

ig
h
ty

riv
er,

b
ro

a
d

a
n
d

d
eep

,
w

h
ich

w
a
s

a
lw

a
y
s

silen
tly

ro
llin

g
o
n

to
a

v
a
st

u
n
d
isco

v
ered

o
cea

n
.

It
h
a
d

ro
lled

o
n
,

ev
er

sin
ce

th
e

w
o
rld

b
eg

a
n
.

It
h
a
d

ch
a
n
g
ed

its
co

u
rse

so
m

etim
es,

a
n
d

tu
rn

ed
in

to
n
ew

ch
a
n
n
els,

lea
v
in

g
its

o
ld

w
a
y
s

d
ry

a
n
d

b
a
rren

;
b
u
t
it

h
a
d

ev
er

b
een

u
p
o
n

th
e

fl
o
w

,
a
n
d

ev
er

w
a
s

to
fl
o
w

u
n
til

T
im

e
sh

o
u
ld

b
e

n
o

m
o
re.

A
g
a
in

st
its

stro
n
g
,
u
n
fa

th
o
m

a
b
le

strea
m

,
n
o
th

in
g

m
a
d
e

h
ea

d
.

N
o

liv
in

g
crea

tu
re,

n
o

fl
o
w

er,
n
o

lea
f,

n
o

p
a
rticle

o
f

a
n
im

a
te

o
r

in
a
n
im

a
te

ex
isten

ce,
ev

er
stra

y
ed

b
a
ck

fro
m

th
e

u
n
d
isco

v
ered

o
cea

n
.

T
h
e

tid
e

o
f

th
e

riv
er

set
resistlessly

to
w

a
rd

s
it;

a
n
d

th
e

tid
e

n
ev

er
sto

p
p
ed

,
a
n
y

m
o
re

th
a
n

th
e

ea
rth

sto
p
s

in
its

circlin
g

ro
u
n
d

th
e

su
n
.

H
e

liv
ed

in
a

b
u
sy

p
la

ce,
a
n
d

h
e

w
o
rk

ed
v
ery

h
a
rd

to
liv

e.
H

e
h
a
d

n
o

h
o
p
e

o
f

ev
er

b
ein

g
rich

en
o
u
g
h

to
liv

e
a

m
o
n
th

w
ith

o
u
t

h
a
rd

w
o
rk

,
b
u
t

h
e

w
a
s

q
u
ite

co
n
ten

t,
G

o
d

k
n
o
w

s,
to

la
b
o
u
r

w
ith

a
ch

eerfu
l

w
ill.

H
e

w
a
s

o
n
e

o
f

a
n

im
m

en
se

fa
m

ily,
a
ll

o
f

w
h
o
se

so
n
s

a
n
d

d
a
u
g
h
ters

g
a
in

ed
th

eir
d
a
ily

b
rea

d
b
y

d
a
ily

w
o
rk

,
p
ro

lo
n
g
ed

fro
m

th
eir

risin
g

u
p

b
etim

es
u
n
til

th
eir

ly
in

g
d
o
w

n
a
t

n
ig

h
t.

B
ey

o
n
d

th
is

d
estin

y
h
e

h
a
d

n
o

p
ro

sp
ect,

a
n
d

h
e

so
u
g
h
t

n
o
n
e.

T
h
ere

w
a
s

o
v
er-m

u
ch

d
ru

m
m

in
g
,

tru
m

p
etin

g
,

a
n
d

sp
eech

-m
a
k
in

g
,

in
th

e
n
eig

h
b
o
u
rh

o
o
d

w
h
ere

h
e

d
w

elt;
b
u
t

h
e

h
a
d

n
o
th

in
g

to
d
o

w
ith

th
a
t.

S
u
ch

cla
sh

a
n
d

u
p
ro

a
r

ca
m

e
fro

m
th

e
B

ig
w

ig
fa

m
ily,

a
t

th
e

u
n
-

a
cco

u
n
ta

b
le

p
ro

ceed
in

g
s

o
f

w
h
ich

ra
ce,

h
e

m
a
rv

elled
m

u
ch

.
T

h
ey

set
u
p

th
e

stra
n
g
est

sta
tu

es,
in

iro
n
,

m
a
rb

le,
b
ro

n
ze,

a
n
d

b
ra

ss,
b
efo

re
h
is

d
o
o
r;

a
n
d

d
a
rk

en
ed

h
is

h
o
u
se

w
ith

th
e

leg
s

a
n
d

ta
ils

o
f

u
n
co

u
th

im
a
g
es

o
f

h
o
rses.

H
e

w
o
n
d
ered

w
h
a
t

it
a
ll

m
ea

n
t,

sm
iled

in
a

ro
u
g
h

g
o
o
d
-

h
u
m

o
u
red

w
a
y

h
e

h
a
d
,
a
n
d

k
ep

t
a
t

h
is

h
a
rd

w
o
rk

.
T

h
e

B
ig

w
ig

fa
m

ily
(co

m
p
o
sed

o
f

a
ll

th
e

sta
teliest

p
eo

p
le

th
erea

b
o
u
ts,

a
n
d

a
ll

th
e

n
o
isiest)

h
a
d

u
n
d
erta

k
en

to
sa

v
e

h
im

th
e

tro
u
b
le

o
f

th
in

k
in

g
fo

r
h
im

self,
a
n
d

to
m

a
n
a
g
e

h
im

a
n
d

h
is

a
ffa

irs.
“
W

h
y

tru
ly,”

sa
id

h
e,

“
I

h
a
v
e

little
tim

e
u
p
o
n

m
y

h
a
n
d
s;

a
n
d

if
y
o
u

w
ill

b
e

so
g
o
o
d

a
s

to
ta

k
e

ca
re

o
f

m
e,

in
retu

rn
fo

r
th

e
m

o
n
ey

I
p
a
y

o
v
er”

—
fo

r
th

e
B

ig
w

ig
fa

m
ily

w
ere

n
o
t

a
b
o
v
e

h
is

m
o
n
ey

—
“
I

sh
a
ll

b
e

reliev
ed

a
n
d

m
u
ch

o
b
lig

ed
,

co
n
-

sid
erin

g
th

a
t

y
o
u

k
n
o
w

b
est.”

H
en

ce
th

e
d
ru

m
m

in
g
,

tru
m

p
etin

g
,

a
n
d

sp
eech

-m
a
k
in

g
,
a
n
d

th
e

u
g
ly

im
a
g
es

o
f

h
o
rses

w
h
ich

h
e

w
a
s

ex
p
ected

to
fa

ll
d
o
w

n
a
n
d

w
o
rsh

ip
.
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S

h
is

d
a
u
g
h
te

r
p
er

v
er

te
d

in
to

a
h
ea

v
y,

sl
a
tt

er
n
ly

d
ru

d
g
e;

h
e

sa
w

h
is

so
n

g
o

m
o
p
in

g
d
o
w

n
th

e
w

a
y
s

o
f

lo
w

se
n
su

a
li
ty

,
to

b
ru

ta
li
ty

a
n
d

cr
im

e;
h
e

sa
w

th
e

d
a
w

n
in

g
li
g
h
t

o
f

in
te

ll
ig

en
ce

in
th

e
ey

es
o
f

h
is

b
a
b
ie

s
so

ch
a
n
g
-

in
g

in
to

cu
n
n
in

g
a
n
d

su
sp

ic
io

n
,

th
a
t

h
e

co
u
ld

h
a
v
e

ra
th

er
w

is
h
ed

th
em

id
io

ts
.

“
I

d
o
n
’t

u
n
d
er

st
a
n
d

th
is

a
n
y

th
e

b
et

te
r,
”

sa
id

h
e;

“
b
u
t

I
th

in
k

it
ca

n
n
o
t

b
e

ri
g
h
t.

N
a
y,

b
y

th
e

cl
o
u
d
ed

H
ea

v
en

a
b
o
v
e

m
e,

I
p
ro

te
st

a
g
a
in

st
th

is
a
s

m
y

w
ro

n
g
!”

B
ec

o
m

in
g

p
ea

ce
a
b
le

a
g
a
in

(f
o
r

h
is

p
a
ss

io
n

w
a
s

u
su

a
ll
y

sh
o
rt

-l
iv

ed
,

a
n
d

h
is

n
a
tu

re
k
in

d
),

h
e

lo
o
k
ed

a
b
o
u
t

h
im

o
n

h
is

S
u
n
d
a
y
s

a
n
d

h
o
li
d
a
y
s,

a
n
d

h
e

sa
w

h
o
w

m
u
ch

m
o
n
o
to

n
y

a
n
d

w
ea

ri
n
es

s
th

er
e

w
a
s,

a
n
d

th
en

ce
h
o
w

d
ru

n
k
en

n
es

s
a
ro

se
w

it
h

a
ll

it
s

tr
a
in

o
f

ru
in

.
T

h
en

h
e

a
p
p
ea

le
d

to
th

e
B

ig
w

ig
fa

m
il
y,

a
n
d

sa
id

,
“
W

e
a
re

a
la

b
o
u
ri

n
g

p
eo

p
le

,
a
n
d

I
h
a
v
e

a
g
li
m

m
er

in
g

su
sp

ic
io

n
in

m
e

th
a
t
la

b
o
u
ri

n
g

p
eo

p
le

o
f
w

h
a
te

v
er

co
n
d
it

io
n

w
er

e
m

a
d
e—

b
y

a
h
ig

h
er

in
te

ll
ig

en
ce

th
a
n

y
o
u
rs

,
a
s

I
p
o
o
rl

y
u
n
d
er

st
a
n
d

it
—

to
b
e

in
n
ee

d
o
f

m
en

ta
l
re

fr
es

h
m

en
t

a
n
d

re
cr

ea
ti

o
n
.

S
ee

w
h
a
t

w
e

fa
ll

in
to

,
w

h
en

w
e

re
st

w
it

h
o
u
t

it
.

C
o
m

e!
A

m
u
se

m
e

h
a
rm

le
ss

ly
,

sh
o
w

m
e

so
m

et
h
in

g
,
g
iv

e
m

e
a
n

es
ca

p
e!

”
B

u
t,

h
er

e
th

e
B

ig
w

ig
fa

m
il
y

fe
ll

in
to

a
st

a
te

o
f

u
p
ro

a
r

a
b
so

lu
te

ly
d
ea

f-
en

in
g
.

W
h
en

so
m

e
fe

w
v
o
ic

es
w

er
e

fa
in

tl
y

h
ea

rd
,

p
ro

p
o
si

n
g

to
sh

o
w

h
im

th
e

w
o
n
d
er

s
o
f

th
e

w
o
rl

d
,

th
e

g
re

a
tn

es
s

o
f

cr
ea

ti
o
n
,

th
e

m
ig

h
ty

ch
a
n
g
es

o
f

ti
m

e,
th

e
w

o
rk

in
g
s

o
f

n
a
tu

re
a
n
d

th
e

b
ea

u
ti

es
o
f

a
rt

—
to

sh
o
w

h
im

th
es

e
th

in
g
s,

th
a
t

is
to

sa
y,

a
t

a
n
y

p
er

io
d

o
f

h
is

li
fe

w
h
en

h
e

co
u
ld

lo
o
k

u
p
o
n

th
em

—
th

er
e

a
ro

se
a
m

o
n
g

th
e

B
ig

w
ig

s
su

ch
ro

a
ri

n
g

a
n
d

ra
v
in

g
,

su
ch

p
u
lp

it
in

g
a
n
d

p
et

it
io

n
in

g
,

su
ch

m
a
u
n
d
er

in
g

a
n
d

m
em

o
ri

a
l-

is
in

g
,

su
ch

n
a
m

e-
ca

ll
in

g
a
n
d

d
ir

t-
th

ro
w

in
g
,

su
ch

a
sh

ri
ll

w
in

d
o
f

p
a
rl

ia
-

m
en

ta
ry

q
u
es

ti
o
n
in

g
a
n
d

fe
eb

le
re

p
ly

in
g
–
w

h
er

e
“
I

d
a
re

n
o
t”

w
a
it

ed
o
n

“
I

w
o
u
ld

”
—

th
a
t

th
e

p
o
o
r

fe
ll
o
w

st
o
o
d

a
g
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